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Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PW! Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PW/ have put together the ultimate resource tool, com- 
bining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The 196-page, digest-sized edition 
includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash results ... 
Complete title histories ... A year-by-year history of the 
sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PW! Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if you 
use the order form below! 
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color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 
best. PWI includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” ... Brandi 
Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top Rope”. . 
. An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the sport's top 
Stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports”. . . 
“Time Capsules” . .. And don't forget: Your subscription to 
PWI includes the spectacular 100-page year-end issue, 
priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you can find it!) and 
every other special we produce throughout the year. 
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GLAD HE’S BACK! 

| really enjoyed the story about 
Barry Windham’s comeback in the 
WWE (“Barry ‘The Stalker’ Wind- 
ham: The Hunt For Glory ... Part 
ll,” January 1997). Heck, | am glad 
to see Barry back period! It kind of 
bothers me, though, that with 
Barry's talent and experience, he 
is still not ranked up 
there with Bret Hart 
and Shawn Michaels. 
But | suppose that’s 
because he’s been out 
of the sport for a while. 

Wouldn't. it be great 
if Dustin Rhodes shed 
his Goldust farce and 
joined Barry to re-form 
their team? They would 
easily dominate the 
WWE like they did in 


ne | ~6WCW a few years ago. 





It could happen. 
BRUCE D. GRAY 
Orlando, FL 


FLASH IN THE PAN? 
Why must the WWF 
ruin a good thing by 
renaming 2 Cold Scor- 
pio Flash Funk? After 
very successful tours in 
WCW and ECW, Scor- 
pio has become an 
established wrestling 
commodity. Granted, 


Barry Windham levels Goldust with a flying clothes- ,,; ’ i 
line. Reader Bruce D. Gray Is glad Windham's back in Vince McMahon's fed 
the WWF and would like to see him team with ‘Dust eration does resemble 


(a.k.a. Dustin Rhodes) again. 


A 


wrestling’s answer to 


the witness-protection program, 
but Scorpio should have resisted 
the WWF's demands and kept his 
own established name. 2 Cold 
Scorpio should have taken notice 
of the WWF's past debacles, 
namely The Red Rooster (Terry 
Taylor) and Goldust (Dustin 
Rhodes).:Scorpio’s name change 
may ultimately make him just 
another flash in the pan! 
STAN R. LENKIEWICZ 
Paramus, NJ 





The New Razor Ramon and New Diesel 
have yet to endear themselves to the 
majority of WWF fans. Reader Paul 
Raymond Jr. is just glad to have any 
Diesel and Razor back. 


CHANGE IS GOOD 

| totally disagree with Tommy 
Goodrich’s letter concerning The 
New Diesel and Razor Ramon 
(“Imitations Not Welcomed,” 
March 1997). | think having a new 
Diesel and Razor Ramon was a 
great idea. There are fans like me 
who felt the void when Kevin Nash 
and Scott Hall jumped ship, but 
Jim Ross helped fill the void by 
finding two fine athletes to contin- 
ue the legacy of Diesel and Razor. 
This seems to be a problem for 
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only the American audience, 
because this occurs commonly in 
Japan. 

In Japan, there have been sev- 
eral different incarnations of the 
legendary Tiger Mask. Those 
men are just continuing the lega- 
cy of Tiger Mask, and the fans 
had no problem with the new 
incarnations. All | like to say is 
cheers to Jim Ross for the bril- 
liant idea of bringing in The New 
Diesel and Razor Ramon. Hope- 
fully, this trend will continue in 
professional wrestling. 

PAUL RAYMOND JR. 
Shreveport, LA 





Steve Austin lost a key match to Bret Hart at Survivor 
Series, but he has been near the top of the WWF rat- 
ings ever since. Reader Jayson Sikes thinks the WWF 
has done its best to deny him title shots. 


NO FRILLS AUSTIN 

Steve Austin is the hottest 
wrestler in wrestling, but | think he 
is being ignored by WWF match- 
makers. How can:a man who won 
King of the Ring and a man who 
took Bret Hart to the limit not be 
given more title shots than he has 
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gotten? | think the WWF knows he 
could easily defeat Shawn Michaels 
for the belt. The WWF would have a 
hard time making money off a man 
who stated in March's “Hotseat” 
that, “I won't sell dolls, T-shirts, and 
teddy bears. | just get in that ring 
and kick in the faces of all the pretty 
boys in the WWF.” 

Steve Austin personifies deter- 
mination and integrity. Austin has 
not fallen into the trap of changing 
his name. He is a no-frills type of 
guy who doesn't care how the fans 
perceive him, and that is why he 
will succeed. 

Sooner or later, the WWF will 
have to grant Steve 
Austin more title shots, 
and when it does hap- 
pen, whether it is Bret 
Hart or Shawn Mi- 
chaels he is facing, he 
will win the title and 
shove it into the WWF's 
face. 

JAYSON SIKES 
San Jose, CA 


WISHFUL THINKING 

Why do Hulk Hogan 
and his band of mal- 
contents keep acting 
like Hogan defeated 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper 
at Starrcade even 
though we all know he 
lost? Don’t tell me, 
they forgot to watch 
the pay-per-view re- 
play or call the Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated 
Hotline for the results 
of the card. 

In my opinion, they 
are just trying to con- 
vince everyone—in- 
cluding themselves— 
that the whole thing never hap- 
pened. | liken it to my three-year- 
old son hiding the pieces of a bro- 
ken glass under the corner of the 
carpet and hoping that | won’t 
notice the lump. Well, as a father, 
it's easy to notice the shards of 
(Continued on page 52) 
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REPORTER'S 
NOTEBOOK 


By Stu Saks 


If you have seen the second edition of the PWI Wrestling Almanac, you might 
have noticed a significant change in London Publishing’s view of the chronology 
of both the WWF and NWA world titles. For years, our magazines failed to recog- 
nize two title changes in those two federations. The title changes in question took 
place overseas and were ignored in the States by the respective federations. Now, 
in the interest of historical accuracy, we have revised our records. 

On November 30, 1979, Antonio Inoki defeated Bob Backlund for the WWF 
World title in Tokushima, Japan. Backlund regained the belt on December 30 in 
Tokyo. 

On March 21, 1984, Harley Race beat Ric Flair for the NWA World title in 
Wellington, New Zealand. Flair regained it in a rematch on March 23 in Kallang, 
Singapore. 

For their own reasons, the promotions insisted in both cases that the title 
changes were not official, so in order to avoid confusion—and because the title 
reigns were largely insignificant because of their short duration—we chose not to 
recognize them. In hindsight, we realize that was a mistake. Certainly, if a pro- 
motion is going to claim have a world title, it has to acknowledge title changes 
that occur anywhere in the world. Admittedly, we yielded to the wishes of the 
two federations; we should have been above that. 

Effectively, then, Bob Backlund is now a three-time WWF World champion. His 
previously referred to 5'/z-year title reign is now a four-year title reign (De- 
cember 1979-December 1983). Antonio Inoki joins Shohei Baba and Mr. Saito as 
the only Japanese world champs recognized by London Publishing. 

Harley Race and Ric Flair both have one title reign added to their records. Race 
will be referred to as an eight-time NWA World champion j Flair, for our records, 
will be regarded as a 10-time NWA/WCW World champion. Combined with his two 
WWF World title reigns, he is a 12-time world champion. As in the past, we will 
continue to recognize the linearity of the NWA World title through the current 
reign of the WCW World champion. We will not recognize as world champion any 
NWA title claimant whose reign coincided with that of a WCW champion. 
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ULK HOGAN is convinced 
faa that the partnership between 

Lex Luger and The Giant 
cannot work, and, in fact, might be a 
benefit to the New World Order. 

“I'd love to see their strategy ses- 
sions, brother!" he laughed. “I’ve 
beaten those two guys easily so 
many times, and | tell you, neither 
one of 'em has much going on up- 
stairs. And how are they going to 
beat anyone in the NWO when they 
don't even trust each other?” 

Good question. Both The Giant 
and Luger attempted to explain. 

“| do not call Lex Luger a friend,” 
The Giant insisted. “But we do have 
a bond that comes from having a 
common goal, and that is to put an 
end to the NWO. That is where the 
unity ends. Luger and | still have a 
lot of unfinished business between 
each other that will have to be taken 
care of down the line, but | think 
we're united enough to do what we 
have to do.” 
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“The Giant's motives are clear,” 
Luger added. “He wants to punish 
and destroy the NWO, especially 
Hogan. | welcome his help, and yes, 
Giant, we're putting our personal 
anger aside for right now. Unfinished 
business? He's right. There’s lots of 
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it, and there will be time to settle that 
in the future.” 

Hogan sees the union of Luger 
and The Giant as a last-ditch effort 
to save WCW, and one that could 
have discouraging effects on the 
enemy forces. “When these guys 
can’t get the job done, and they 
won't,” Hogan said, “that'll send a 
message to everyone else, ‘What's 
the use of trying?” 


SAVIO VEGA — >> 





Savio Vega’s decision to join the 
Nation of Domination came as no 
surprise to me. | could see some- 
thing like this coming last year, after 
his sensational series of matches 
against then-Intercontinental cham- 
pion Goldust. Savio was certain he 
would be recognized for his near- 
wins over Goldust with a shot at the 
WWF title. He never was. Every tine 
| spoke with him, | sensed he was 
becoming more and more bitter. 

“| look back at how Goldust 
cheated by hitting me with the belt to 
win,” Vega said, “and | look back at 
other great matches | had, but lost 
because of interference. The guys 
who do not follow the rules are more 
successful. Look at Goldust now. He 
has fans, but that’s all he has. He is 
a loser!” 

Paul Bearer is officially the new 


manager of Big Van Vader. As you 
can tell by reading the “One On 
One” between him and his former 
manager Jim Cornette (page 50), 
Cornette isn't happy about it. 

“He keeps blaming me for not 
getting him the title matches he 
deserved,” Cornette told me, “but I’m 
not taking it personally. If Bearer can 
straighten him out, more power to 
him, but | don’t know if that's possi- 
ble at this point. Now that | think 
about it, | remember a lot of times 
when Vader didn’t listen to my 
advice. That's where his problems 
started.” 

PG-13, Wolfie D and J.C. Ice, 
are the USWA tag team champions 
again by virtue of a victory over 
Flash Flanagan and Steven Dunn. 
Wolfie grabbed his mother’s walking 


KO 


DEAN MALEN 





cane from her at ringside and flat- 
tened Flanagan with it before getting 
the pin. After the match, Flanagan 
was tossed outside the ring, where 
he landed on a chair. Wolfie then did 
a flip off the ropes onto Flash, who is 
now sidelined with rib injuries. Bill 
Dundee, J.C. Ice’s father, has 
vowed to help Dunn exact revenge 
... Sad to report that wrestling lost 
one of its great stars of the past on 
January 24. Former WWF tag team 
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champ Dr. Jerry Graham died of 
complications from a stroke he suf- 
fered in December 1996. Jerry and 
Eddie Graham are remembered to 
this day as one of the best tag teams 
of all-time. Eddie died in 1985. 

Jimmy Hart tells us that he 
offered WCW cruiserweight champ 
Dean Malenko a contract shortly 
after Malenko beat Ultimo Dragon 
for the belt, but he was turned down. 
“| helped guide him a few times last 
year, and we got along real well,” 
Hart said. “He was polite about his 
decision. He told me he’s a loner, 
and that’s the way he wants to stay. 
I’m sorry he feels that way. | could 
do wonders for his career.” 

The Ghetto Ghoul is the new 
Windy City Wrestling lightweight 
champion—well,-sort if. Ghoul beat 
Brandon Bishop for the belt, but he 
removed his mask afterward and 
revealed himself to be manager Chi- 
Town T ... Tracey Smothers, a 
new member of the USWA branch of 
the Nation of Domination, has 
changed his name to Shaquille Ali. 
He's chasing Jerry Lawler’s USWA 
heavyweight title. 





Miss Texas was that woman who 
came to the ring with Kevin Sullivan 
and got into a verbal confrontation 
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with Woman at the January 27 Nitro. 
She told Gene Okerlund she and 
Sullivan had a close relationship 
before Kevin met Woman. “I don't 
like what's happening to Kevin, see- 
ing Woman runnin’ around with 
Chris Benoit after Kevin was with 
her for so many years,” Texas told 
me. “I'll help him get over this. Kevin, 
honey, you need to let them fade out 
of your life.” 

The Undertaker was fined his 
entire Royal Rumble purse due to 
the fact that he attacked referee 
Jack Doan after his match with 
Vader. “| won’t stand for anyone 
manhandling our officials,” WWF 
President Gorilla Monsoon insisted 
... New Japan promoters are close 
to signing a match between former 
WWF World champion Antonio 
Inoki and former NWA World cham- 
pion Dory Funk Jr. The two of them 
battled in a classic 60-minute draw 
for Dory's title in Osaka in 1969. 





GARY HART 


Gary Hart has resurfaced after a 
lengthy absence from the sport. He, 
along with former World Class 
Championship Wrestling broadcast- 
er Bill Mercer and Mickey Grant, 
one of the founders of World Class, 
have formed a new organization 
called World Class II—The Next 
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By Gill Apter 


Generation. Gary's son, rookie Chad 
Hart, along with Scott Putski, Rod 
Price, Chris Adams, and other 
Texas mainstays will compete on 
cards at the Dallas Sportatorium 
every Friday night. 

Tommy Rich says he loves 
wrestling in ECW, where he just 
made his debut. “I've always been a 
brawler, and | never really loved to 
concern myself with a lot of rules,” 
he explained. “There ain't no rules to 
follow here, and if you like to beat 
your opponent bloody, like | enjoy 
doing to guys like Rick Morton and 
Terry Funk, you can just go ahead 
and do it” ... Chris Candido tells us 


CHRIS CANDIDO 





that he believes ECW fans have 
finally accepted him. “When | first 
came in after being a Bodydonna, 
the fans really gave me a hard time,” 
he said. “I didn't feel they accepted 
me. Now they've seen what | can do 
without Zip and without Sunny. 
They realize what a world-class tal- 
ent | really am. Bless them all!” 

Strange, but | don’t hear any 
cheers for Candido when he, Brian 
Lee, and Shane Douglas sneak- 
attack fan favorites like Tommy 
Dreamer and The Pit Bulls. 

That's all for now. I'll see you at 
the matches! Oo 
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HERE'S A VERY simple tenet of 
journalism, one that often goes 
ignored in these days of finding 
out “the real truth": If you want the 
answer to a question, go to the source. 
Most people won't lie to you, and even if 
they do lie, it's easy to tell. The signs of 
discomfort are almost always there. 

The question in this case was about 
Rick Rude, who in January was at the 
center of ECW's most enticing mystery: 
Was he the masked man who came to 
the ring wearing a silver and black mask 
and confronted Shane Douglas? 

“Hit the music!” the masked man 
shouted at one point. Saying that was one of Rude’s 
trademarks. The masked man talked about his long feud 
with a blond NWA champion—Rude had a very long 
rivalry with Ric Flair—and then said he wanted to get 
even with Shane Douglas. 

And that’s where people started getting confused: 
Rude and Douglas never had a major feud. 

The masked man left ECW Arena without speaking 
to the press, and calls to Rude’s Florida home went 
unanswered. The following afternoon, Rude told Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY, “Maybe it was a Rick 
Rude impersonator,” explaining that the previous night 
he had been away on “personal business.” 
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up alt the ECW Arena sure 
sounded like Rick Rude, but 
Rude continues to insist he was 
away on personal business the 
night of January 11. 
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With Dave Lenker 


So was he or wasn't he? 

“We have some excess frequent- 
flyer mileage,” Publisher Stu Saks told 
me. “Why don't you go pay a visit to Mr. 
Rude?” 

| put in a call to Rude, and two days 
later | showed up at his home, knocked 
on his door, and was invited in. He 
seemed a little perturbed by the inva- 
sion; Rude hadn't wrestled since suffer- 
ing a back injury in 1994 and, from all 
reports, he has enjoyed his time away 
from the spotlight. That news came as a 
surprise because Rude has one of the 
biggest egos in the world. But | was, 
after all, an expected guest, and when | walked in, | 
could see that Rude is a happy man. 

First of all, he lives in a beautiful Florida home in 
which the wide-open living areas surround a spacious 
swimming pool. | walked in expecting to see a silver and 
black mask lying on the floor, but | didn’t see it any- 
where. | did see the two lovely women in string bikinis 
sitting by the pool, though. 

It was a beautiful Florida winter afternoon, with high, 
blue skies, temperatures in the high-70s, and not a hint 
of rain in the forecast. Lunch was being served out on 
the patio—the table was piled high with fruits and veg- 
etables, along with a large roast chicken—and as Rude 
returned to his spot in a lounge next to the pool, he 
asked one of his female friends to serve him. Both of 
them jumped right out of their chairs. 

Having just arrived from Philadelphia, where the tem- 
perature was in the 20s and it seemed like the sun 
hadn't revealed itself in weeks, | wasn't exactly dressed 
for the climate. But if | had to sweat this one out, | was 
going to sweat this one out and, besides, | didn't plan on 
being an overnight guest. Rude would reveal himself in 
his answers, honest or otherwise. 

“So,” Rude started, “people think that was me.” 

“| think a lot of people are sure it was you,” | said. 

“Well, it wasn’t me, but I'm flattered. I'm surprised 
more people haven't tried to imitate Rick Rude,” he said. 

“Honey,” one of the women cooed, “nobody could 
ever imitate you.” 

“That's right,” Rude said. “Nobody could ever imitate 
me. And look around you. What do you see? Why would 
| ever want to leave this? | have all | could ever ask for.” 

Maybe so, from a purely material standpoint. And 
Rude is a former WCW U.S. and WWF Intercontinental 
champion. But he never won the big belt in either federa- 
tion, which couldn't have sat well with his ego. And going 
after Shane Douglas to start his comeback would make 
perfect sense; if he could come out of a nearly three- 
year retirement and beat Douglas for the ECW TV belt, 
he could probably contend for any belt in the U.S. 

“No interest,” Rude said. “I'd have to deal with you 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Behind the 
Dressing Room 
Door 


by David Rosenbaum 
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body steals the show at the Royal 

Rumble, but they don’t win the 
Royal Rumble. They do everything 
you're supposed to do in the 
Rumble—eliminate opponents, last 
a long time—but they don’t win the 
Rumble. Wasn't it Bret Hart who 
first proved himself as a singles 
wrestler in the 1988 Royal Rumble, 
lasting longer than anyone else in 
incredible iron man performance? 
Well, he didn’t win that Rumble; Big 
John Studd did. 

But this year, the Rumble with 
an asterisk was won by Steve 
Austin in every way possible. He 
was the last man standing, he last- 


|: HAPPENS EVERY year: Some- 


Steve Austin was the number- 
| one man at this year’s Royal 
| Rumble, says Dave Rosen- 

baum. Even though he cheated 
| to win, he lasted longer and 

eliminated more wrestlers than 


. anyone, and he deserved to be 
“ 


rewarded for it. 





ed the longest (with an asterisk), 
and he eliminated 10 men. Good 
show. The iron man won the 
Rumble. 

Of course, he had to cheat to do 
it. Austin had been knocked to the 
floor with 50:04 gone, but the refer- 
ees were busy breaking up a fight 
between Mankind and Terry Funk, 
so Austin’s fall went unnoticed. 
Austin re-entered the ring, eliminat- 
ed Big Van Vader and The Under- 
taker, then knocked Bret Hart over 
the top rope. 

Upon further review, WWF 
President Gorilla Monsoon said 
Austin had not earned his shot at 
the WWF title and ordered a four- 
man elimination match with Austin, 
Vader, Undertaker, and Bret Hart 
as the only men in the ring. Austin, 
however, remained the winner of 
the Rumble, so Monsoon’s deci- 
sion detracted only slightly from 
Austin’s outstanding performance. 

He eliminated 10 men: Phineas 
Godwinn, Bart Gunn, Jake Ro- 
berts, Owen Hart, Marc Mero, 
Savio Vega, Jesse James, The 
Undertaker, Big Van Vader, and 
Bret Hart. There were times when 
Austin’s dominance was so com- 
plete that he had eliminated every- 
one in the ring and was left waiting 
for a new opponent. Perhaps it 
wasn't the greatest Royal Rumble 
performance ever (Shawn Michaels 
turned in a few beauties himself), 
but it was certainly right up there 
among the best. 

That should come as no surprise 
to anyone who has watched Austin 
compete over the past eight years. 
The native of Dallas, Texas, fre- 
quently tabbed as an underachiev- 
er, was often overlooked and 
ignored by WCW during his time 
there and didn’t get all the chances 
or the exposure he deserved. Now, 
rather than being lost in the WWF 
shuffle, “Stone-Cold” is finally living 
up to his untapped potential. And 
the Royal Rumble was his greatest 
victory yet. 

Interestingly, Austin came close 
to joining the numerous wrestlers to 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Year-end reviews! WrestleMania 
closeups! Insider polls! Anniversary 
celebrations! The incredible “PWI 500”! 
If you don’t have these color-packed 
special issues in your collection, you are 


missing out—big-time! These massive 
chunks of wrestling history can be 
yours for just $5 per copy! Supplies are 
very limited—order today! 





MARCH 1990 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1989 —The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ’89 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1989, predictions 
for 1990, and more! 


MARCH 1991 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1990—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '90 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1990, and 
predictions for 1991. 


MARCH 1992 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1991—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '91 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1991, and 
predictions for 1992. 


AUGUST 1992 All slick, all color! This 88-page special includes extensive coverage of 
WrestleMania Vill, plus a bonus photo section detailing the career of Hulk Hogan in photos! 


MARCH 1993 A 100-page all-slick, all-color edition including: “1992—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '92 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1992, and 
predictions for 1993. 


JUNE 1994 This 88-page edition features a bonus section: Wrestling insiders answer 50 
crucial questions in the 1994 “PW/ Poll!” Plus: exclusive photos of Sting vs. Hogan! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 A spectacular 88-page celebration of 15 years of PW/! Included: 
The best and worst of the PW/ years, major title changes of the PW/ years, a year-by- 
year review—in color!—and much more! 
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Winter 1995 
MARCH 1995 Our annual 100-page year-end extravaganza! Included: “1994—The 


” Year In Wrestling,” Achievement '94 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1994, and 


predictions for 1995. 


JUNE 1995 This 88-poge edition highlights the incisive “PWI Poll” for 1995 as 
wrestling insiders address 50 vital questions. Plus: Cactus Jack, Sting, the Steiners, and 
more! 


SEPTEMBER 1995 Our sensational 88-poge WrestleMania XI issue features 20 pages 
of coverage of this historic card! Included: A full-color centerfold of Diesel—with a 


complete career bio! 


WINTER 1995 The one you've been waiting for: Our 88-page collector's edition 
featuring the fifth annual installment of the “P¥// 500’—a comprehensive listing of the 
top 500 stars in the sport! 


MARCH 1996 The Big One! Our annual 100-page year-end spectacular! “1995—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement '95 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards, and 
predictions for 1996! 


JUNE 1996 Our annual “PW! Poll” of insiders is back in this jam-packed 88-page 
edition! We ask 50 hot questions—they give you the answers! Plus: Sunny, Hulk 


_ Hogan, Yokozuna, and the WWF-WCW war! 
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(The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider” are those of Brandi 
Mankiewicz alone and do not nec- 
essarily reflect the opinions of any- 
one else on the staff of this maga- 
zine.) 


thes 
Insider 


by Brandi Mankiewicz 


iT HAT'S UP WITH Sting?” 
Everywhere | go, | get 
the same: question: 


Everyone | speak to demands an 
answer. 
You know what? I'm not sure | 





Randy Savage is the latest man to get caught in that murky gray area between WCW 
and the NWO. Why can’t he just pick a side so we can get on with our lives? 
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care. | have written volumes on 
Whiney-Boy Mime Guy. He is on 
his way to setting the record for 
the longest consecutive pout in 
history. Right now, he is second 
only to Bob Backlund, whose 
tantrum has lasted, what, 13 years 
now? 

For months, | have been wit- 
ness to Sting swinging from the 
rafters and hiding in the catwalks. 
He has attacked wrestlers who 
were his friends and those who 
were his enemies. He has been 
accused of being pro-WCW and 
anti-NWO, as well as pro-NWO 
and anti-WCW. To date, I've never 
had an answer to those who in- 
quire about Sting. | just shrug my 
shoulders and tell them to stay 
tuned. 

But since Sting’s declaration of 
free agency, a handful of wrestlers 
have also come out straddling the 
fence that divides the 100-year-old 
promotion and the six-month-old 
renegade group. Could this faction 
be forming its own neutral territo- 
ry? Are these wrestlers establish- 
ing wrestling’s answer to Switzer- 
land? Could Sting have buddies 
that he could form an unholy 
alliance with and invite over for a 
Crow film festival? Let's look at the 
possibilities. 

Roddy Piper exploded on the 
scene at Halloween Havoc, not for 
the good of WCW, but for his own 
selfish reasons. His fight with Hulk 
Hogan has nothing to do with fed- 
eration loyalty. It’s a battle of 
icons, egos, and who has ap- 
peared in better straight-to-video 
movies. 

Randy Savage returned to 
WCW during the January 20 Nitro, 
but without a WCW contract. He 
told both groups to kiss his glittery 
posterior. Then from the rafters 
came Sting. After a brief con- 
frontation, they came to a silent 
understanding (so nice to see 
these two finally able to keep their 


. mouths shut for two seconds). 


With Sting's trusty bat in tow, they 
left through the throng at Chi- 
(Continued on page 58) 
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A VERY SPECIAL SELECTION OF 


Over the past few years, these special issues of The Wrestler and 
Inside Wrestling have become coveted by collectors the world over. 
Now, in limited quantities, they are available to you for the low price 
of just $5 each! Be sure to complete your collection today! 


MARCH 1993 WRESTLER features a full-color 12-page 
section, “1992: The Year In Pictures,” that details al the 
most important events, both in and out of the ring, of that 
remarkable year in the mat sport. 


MARCH 1994 WRESTLER features the full-color 12- 
page section, “1993: The Year In Pictures,” detailing all the 
most important happenings, both in and out of the ring, of 
those notable 12 months in the mat sport. 


JUNE 1994 WRESTLER is an 88-poge spectacular 
featuring 20 pages of “The stuff all fans shou know’— 
the best wrestling quiz ever! What's your wrestling 10? Find 
out with this issue! Features four full-color pinups! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 WRESTLER packs 88 pages of 
excitement into one big package—including the fey and 
candid “WWF Midyear Report,” a comprehensive review of 
the WWF through the first half of the year! Includes four 
color pinups! 


WINTER 1994 WRESTLER includes the must-read bonus 
section, “Wrestling From A To Z’—an alphabetical array of 
wrestling trends and turmoil! Four full-color pinups 
complete this sensational 88-page package! 


MARCH 1995 WRESTLER looks back ot 1994 with a 
spectacular 23-page section, “1994: The Year In Pictures,” 
that includes four color pages highlighting the most 
important events of the year. 


JUNE 1995 WRESTLER is 88-pages full of information, 
including on 18-poge “Book Of Lists” section featuring the 
hottest lists in wrestling and full-color pages of Jeff Jarrett, 
Hulk Hogan, Sid Vicious, and Sabu. 


(1 APRIL 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING 


DECEMBER 1995 WRESTLER loys down the law in a 
special 20-page rulebook developed by the editors, This 
section includes four color pinups depicting flagrant rules 
violations. 


MARCH 1996 WRESTLER is an 88-poge edition including 


the most memorable, the violent, and bizarre moments from’ 


1995 in a special “Year In Pictures” section, with four full- 
color pages featuring mojor issue from the year. 


JANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING offers the most 
extensive coverage of SummerSlam ‘93 and Fall Brawl 
anywhere: seven pages of analysis plus two pages of full- 
color highlights from each card! 


APRIL 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes the first-ever 
Inside Wrestling computer tournament! You won't believe 
who wins—or how! This 88-page issue's four-page color 
section includes on action centerfold—from the 
tournament?! 


JULY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes 21 pages of 
one-of-a-kind prognostications as Inside Wrestling looks into 
the sport’s future and reports back fo you! Coverage in this 
88-page issue includes a four-page pinup section! 


OCTOBER 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING presents the bold 
and brassy “WCW Midyear ape a 15-page overview of 
the first half of 1994. Four full-color pinups fl out this 88- 
page special edition. 


APRIL 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING features the second- 
annual Inside Wrestling Computer Tournament, including on 
action centerfold from the final match—is this for real?! Our 
computer seems to think so! You won't believe who wins! 
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JULY 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING is a power-packed 88- 
pager (including four color pinups) that included our 
ity “Wrestling Cool” section. Who's the coolest dude, 

abe, crippler, and daredevil? One thing all our readers 
agreed on: This issue was cool! 


OCTOBER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING reports on the 
state of affairs of World Championship Wresting for the first 
half of 1995 in “WCW Midyear Report.” We tell you how 
the stars fared among the turmoil in this special 88-page 
edition that includes four full-color pinups. 


WINTER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING gives you the 
birthdays of more than 180 of the hottest wrestlers in the 
sport today in a special pullout calendar and datebook. This 
peat features great historical information for each 
month! 


APRIL 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING presents the third 
edition of the Inside dee Computer Tournament, and 
the results just get more startling each year! The highlight 
of this annual 88-page special, as our readers have told us, 
is the computer-generated centerfold action shot from the 
tournament final. 


JULY 1996 ae rol it a eherilit the 
wr ring ond into the personal s hottest 
stars. Sunny cry? What's Sabu’s favorite TV show? 
What’s the dumbest thing Shawn Michaels has ever done? 
What scores Jim Cornette? What brings Sting down? This 88- 
pager includes color shots of Sting, Sunny, Sabu, and Michaels. 


Assignment 


By Liz Hunter 


HEN | INTERVIEW a 
wrestler, | prefer to do it 
in the confines of a pro- 


fessional setting. Most are gra- 
cious enough to accommodate 
me. Then there’s Terry Funk. 

| called him many times to 
arrange a meeting during Royal 





Terry Funk is still as ornery, tough, rugged, mean, deter- 
mined, and nasty as he was 20 or even 30 years ago. As Liz 
Hunter discovered, he can be just as wild in a restaurant as 
he tends to be in the ring. 
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Rumble weekend, and he finally 
gave in. But it had to be on his 
terms, he said. | didn’t know what 
| was getting myself into. 

Funk selected a “nice restau- 
rant” for us to meet in San An- 
tonio. He was there to prepare 
for his triumphant WWF return at 
the Rumble. | 
won't mention the 
name of the estab- 
lishment for fear 
of a lawsuit. Suf- 
fice to say that 
this was not a 
four-star estab- 
lishment. Funk 
did not have to 
wear a jacket to 
match the dirty T- 
shirt that he was 
wearing. 

When we got to 
our table—if you 
could call it that— 
| found that it was 
actually a large 
wooden__ spool 
tipped over on its 
side with a lovely 
checkered table- 
cloth. At least, | 


think it was 
checkered. 
“What do you 


think, Liz?” said 
Funk. “This beats 
those high-priced 
fancy-shmancy 
places you go to 
all the time. This 
is a real restau- 
rant.” 

Always the gen- 
tleman, Funk or- 
dered for both of 
us. Two All-You- 
Can-Eat Belly 
Busting Rib Com- 


bos. Oh my, | thought, there goes 
the control top. 

“Can we start the interview now, 
Terry?” | asked, reaching for my 
tape recorder. 

“Doggone it,” said Funk. 
“Where is our damn meal? |’m so 
tired of crappy service | could 
just spit.” 

And he did; a big wad of to- 
bacco landed on the floor. We 
were only 10 minutes into dinner 
and already | was ready to call 
for the check. Funk was never 
known for his patience or his 
even-keeled approach toward 
anything. Taking matters into his 
own hands, he made a beeline 
for the kitchen. 

Funk stormed through the 
doors and disappeared. The 
crashing of plates and glasses 
barely drowned out the din of 
Merle Haggard music playing 
from an eight-track tape jukebox. 
Minutes later, Funk emerged with 
plates of food in hand. “It’s so 
hard to find good help these 
days,” Funk said. 

“Terry, let's talk about your 
return to ECW and tomorrow at 
the Royal Rumble,” | said, trying 
to make my hellish experience 
worthwhile. 

“Nonsense,” replied Funk with 
a mouth full of meat and bones 
and a face lathered in barbecue 
sauce. “Eat up before it gets 
cold. Besides, there’s plenty 
more where that came from, Liz. 
It’s all-you-can-eat.” 

“But | think everyone wants to 
know why a man of your age and 
success would have anything left 
to prove,” | said, trying to incite 


. him into a response. 


Funk immediately stopped eat- 
ing. Good, | thought, / hit a 
(Continued on page 59) 
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AC/DC 

Accept 

Ace Frehley 
Adam Ant 
Aerosmith 

Alanis Morisette 
Alice Cooper 
Alice in Chains 
Allman Bros. 
Anthrax 

B-52s 

Bad Company 
Barenaked Ladies 
Beatles 

Beck 

Belly 

Better Than Ezra 
Big Head Todd/ Monsters 
Billy Idol 

Billy Joel 
Biohazard 

Bjork 

Black Crowes 
Black Sabbath 
Blind Melon 
Blues Traveler 
Bon Jovi 

Breeders 

Brother Cane 
Bruce Springsteen 
Bulletboys 

Bush 

Candlebox 
Cinderella 
Collective Soul 
Corrosion of Conformity 
Counting Crows 
Cracker 
Cranberries 
Crash Test Dummies 
Crowded House 
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The Cult 

The Cure 
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Dave Matthews Band 
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David Lee Roth 
Deep Purple 
Def Leppard 
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Depeche Mode 
Dinosaur Jr. 
Dio 

Dokken 

Dream Theater 
Duran Duran 
The Eagles 
Edwin McCain 
Elvis Costello 
Enuff Z’nuff 
Eric Clapton 
Everclear 
Extreme 

Face To Face 
Fight 

Filter 
Firehouse 

Foo Fighters 
Garbage 
George Thorogood 
Gin Blossoms 
Go Go's 

Goo Goo Dolls 
Grateful Dead 
Gravity Kills 
Green Day 
Guns N’ Roses 
GWAR 
H.O.R.D.E, Tour 


4651 
4663 
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4631 
4691 
4761 
5224 
5374 
7622 
2831 
6725 
7282 
6351 
5831 
5462 
5461 
5472 
5674 
5242 
5721 
5387 
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5871 
6275 
7931 
6321 
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3841 
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6382 
6443 
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6631 
6672 
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6721 


Hole 

Hootie & the Blowfish 
Ian Moore 

Indigo Girls 

INXS 

Iron Maiden 
Jackyl 

Jesus & Mary Chain 
Jill Sobule 

Jimmy Buffett 
Joan Osborne 

Joe Satriani 

John Mellencamp 
Judas Priest 

King Crimson 
King’s X 

KIss 

Korn 

L.A. Guns 

Lenny Kravitz 
Letters To Cleo 
Lisa Loeb 

Live 

Lollapalooza Tour 
Luscious Jackson 
Marilyn Manson 
Matthew Sweet 
Meat Puppets 
Meatloat 
Megadeth 
Melissa Etheridge 
Melvins 

Metallica 

Mighty M. Bosstones 
Ministry 

Moody Blues 
Morrissey 

Motley Crue 
Motorhead 

Mr. Big 


6832 
6951 
6371 
6331 
9682 
6461 
6471 
6722 
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6332 
6723 
4275 
7243 
7263 
7321 
4221 
2653 
7441 
7462 
7641 
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7731 
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1831 
1832 
7363 
7232 
7265 
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7832 
7651 
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7871 
7872 
7261 
7262 
7374 
7383 
7453 
7541 
7526 


Mudhoney 

My Life w/Thrill Kill Cult 
Natalie Merchant 
Ned’s Atomic Dustbin 
Neil Young 

Nine Inch Nails 
Nirvana 

NRBQ 

Oasis 

Offsprin 

Ozzy Osbourne 
PJ. Harvey 
Page/ Plant 
Pantera 

Pearl Jam 

Peter Gabriel 
Phil Collins 
Phish 

Pink Floyd 
Poison 

Porno For P: 
Presidents of the USA 
Primus 

Queen 
Queensryche 
R.E.M. 
Radiohead 
Ramones 

Rancid 

Rod Stewart 
Rolling Stones 
Rollins Band 
Rush 

Rusted Root 
Santana 
Scorpions 
Sepultura 

Seven Mary Three 
Silverchair 

Skid Row 

Slash’s Snakepit 
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7831 
6452 


Slaughter 

Slayer 

Smashing Pumpkins 
Smithereens 

Sonic Youth 

Soul Asylum 
Soundgarden 
Spacehog 

Spin Doctors 
Stabbing Westward 
Steely Dan 

Steve Miller 

Steve Vai 

Sting 

Stone Temple Pilots 
Suicidal Tendencies 
Tears For Fears 

Ted Nugent 

Tesla 

Testament 

The The 

They Might Be Giants 
Toad the Wet Sprocket 
Toadies 

Tom Petty 

Tool 

Traffic 

Trixter 

Type O Negative 

U2 


UFO 

Ugly Kid Joe 
Unge Overkill 
Van Halen 
Vince Neil 
Violent Femmes 
Warrant 

Weezer 

White Zombie 
Yes 
YngwieMalmsteen 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! (if your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


CALL NOW! 


-900-454-7700 


$2.99/min. Under 18 Get Parent's Permission. Avg. Call 3 min. 
©1996 CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 
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ARDCORE HERO—that’s 
LY what Tommy Dreamer is to 

fans of Extreme Cham- 
pionship Wrestling. Dreamer has 
not won a title in that federation 
since he and Johnny Gunn cap- 
tured the tag team belts in 1993, 
but fans will probably love him just 
the same even if he never wins 
another title there. They admire 
his spirit, determination, and his 
willingness to get involved all 
sorts of violent specialty matches 
(‘I give the people what they 
want”) ... Currently involved in a 
bitter feud with Shane Douglas, 
Chris Candido, and Brian Lee, 
ECW's “Triple Threat” ... Got his 
start in wrestling after he attend- 
ed Johnny Rodz’ training school, 
which he did while he was earn- 
ing his degree in international 
business from lona College ... 
Made his pro debut in 1989 and 
wrestled mainly in Eastern inde- 
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Tommy Dreamer legdrops arch-rival Shane Douglas during a mixed tag team match also 
involving Beulah McGillicutty and Francine, their respective valets. Dreamer is arguably ECW’s 


most popular wrestler. 
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pendents early in his career ... 
Beat Tony Atlas for the Century 
Wrestling Alliance heavyweight 
title in 1992 (“You never forget 
your first”) ... Signed with ECW in 
1993 ... Lost the tag team title 
when Douglas, who was subbing 
for Gunn, turned against him dur- 
ing a match and helped Kevin 
Sullivan and Taz beat him ... Got 
involved in an unusual feud with 
Jimmy Snuka, one of his idols, 
when Snuka accused Dreamer of 
calling him old ... One of the few 
wrestlers ever to kick out after 
getting hit with Snuka's “Superfly” 
dive (“He's not my hero any- 
more”) ... Rescued Mikey Whip- 
wreck from an attack by The 
Sandman and Woman, and a 
feud was born ... Lost a loser- 
gets-caned match to Sandman 
and still has scars on his back 
from the postmatch beating he 
took ... Got his revenge by beat- 
ing Sandman (and fracturing his 
eye socket in the process) in an “| 
Quit” match (“Nobody makes me 
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CAPSULE PR@FILE 


TOMMY DREAMER 


quit!”) ... Teamed with Lori Ful- 
lington (then known as Peaches) 
to beat Tommy Cairo and Angel in 
a mixed match ... Joined forces 
with Cactus Jack to battle Cairo 
and Sandman, but Cactus later 
turned against him ... Came close 
to beating Douglas for the ECW 
belt in March 1995 ... Immediately 
began an ultraviolent feud with 
Raven, a childhood acquain- 
tance, when Raven came to ECW 
... Piledrived Beulah McGillicutty, 
Raven's valet, numerous times 
after she interfered in his match- 
es (“She's glad she's on my side 
now”) ... Teamed with Luna 
Vachon to beat Raven and Stevie 
Richards in one odd bout 
(“Nobody messed with Luna”) ... 
Feud with Cactus heated up 
when Cactus accused him of 
being obsessed with pleasing 
ECW fans ... For a brief period of 
time, he had both Beulah and 
Kimona, another ex-valet of 
Raven, in his corner (“Yeah, | 
had it tough”) ... Raven later 
brought Brian Lee to 
ECW io battle Dreamer 
in some violent cage and 
scaffold matches 

Dreamer has enlisted the 
help of Terry Funk several 
times, though (“Funk will 
probably still be wrestling 
when he’s 80”) ... Has yet 
to cleanly defeat Raven, 
but he says he’ll wrestle 
him anytime ... Has had 
some success teaming 
with Beulah against 
Douglas and Francine 
(“Beulah tells me to treat 
Francine like | used to 
treat her”) ... Don’t bet 
against him winning either 
Raven's heavyweight title 
or Douglas’ ECW TV belt 
very soon. oO 
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Where Are They 


RE é Sey 


FRITZ VON ERICH 

The patriarch of the 

Von Erich clan is no 

longer involved in 

the sport. Fritz held 

dozens of titles dur- 

ing his career, in- 

cluding the Texas 

title and the Amer- 

ican heavyweight 

championship, and 

also served as 

> | president of the 

«| NWA. Today he 

—— lives in suburban 

Dallas and spends much of his time fishing and 

taking walks. Although Fritz no longer communi- 

cates with the press, his lone surviving son, 

Kevin, tells us his dad is in good health and 
enjoying his retirement. 


MR. WRESTLING Il 

"| One of the most 

} popular wrestlers 

_ | the South has ever 

| seen, Mr. Wrestling 

ll is retired from 

wrestling and living 

with his wife and 

two of his sons in 

Honolulu. He still 

watches wrestling, 

but much of his 

time is spent deal- 

ing with business 

related to the con- 

dominiums he owns. “I love Hawaii,” II told us, 

“put | do really miss my fans in Georgia, 

Tennessee, and all over the South. Maybe I'll 

come back for a few weeks to help WCW against 
the NWO.” 
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Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month 
we will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 


TATANKA 
The former WWF 
star took some 
time off to go into a 
private business 
enterprise, but he 
recently returned to 
the mat sport and 
is now wrestling in 
East Coast inde- 
pendents under his 
real name, Chris 
Chavis. “While | 
was off, | worked 
out a lot with spar- 
ring partner and | feel | have elevated my game 
to a new level,” he told us. Chavis has been 
involved in a bitter feud with Jim Neidhart of late 
and calls him “one of the most intense men | 
have ever faced.” 


ERRY VALIANT 

| “Gentleman” Jerry 

| was no gentleman 

| when it came to 

| beating up Tony 

Garea, Dean Ho, 

and others when 

he was paired with 

Johnny or Jimmy 

| Valiant. Today Jer- 

ry lives in Indiana, 

where he owns a 

landscaping busi- 

ness. He made 

headlines last 

Christmas when he played Santa Claus at a 

mall. “I can't describe it—you just see the magic 

in the kids’ eyes,” he told reporters. “I've seen 

the difference between the violent part of life and 
the softest part of life.” 
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SEPTEMBER 1992* 
Cover: Nikita Koloff vs. 


i APRIL 1993* 
: Cover: Rick Rude & Madusa 


JUST FOUND! 


BACK ISSUES OF THE 
ORIGINAL WCW MAGAZINE 


Collectors agree that the early issues of WCW MAGAZINE were some of the most superb 
wrestling magazines ever published. Until recently, these magazines had been neatly stored in 
an air-controlled warehouse. Now, once again, they are available to the public! 


; FEBRUARY 1994 
: Cover: Ric Flair 


NOVEMBER 1991* : Rick Rude i Poster: 2 Cold Scorpio : Plus: Steamboat, Havoc, Payne 
. : Poster: Rick Rude/Missy Hyatt : ; 
CO ee aa yee’ ULY 1993" - MARCH 1994 
j 9 : OCTOBER 1992* : Cover: Sting : Year-end awards: Flair, Vader, 
DECEMBER 1991* : Cover: Williams & Gordy vs. { Poster: Big Van Vader : Rude, Bagwell & Scorpio, 
Cover: Lex Luger : Steiners i * : more! 
- Sti : Poster: Barry Windham ; AUGUST 1993 
Pose aie ¥ - Cover: Sting & Smith vs. APRIL 1994 
JANUARY 1992* : NOVEMBER 1992* : Vicious & Vader : Ric Flair special! Title win, 
Cover: Sting i Cover: Ron Simmons : Poster: Davey Boy Smith : interview, career timeline, 
. i : Poster: Madusa H ? more! 
fee ero Austin & Lady | SEPTEMBER 1993* 
: DECEMBER 1992* i Cover: Ric Flair & Fifi : MAY 1994 
FEBRUARY 1992* i Cover: Jake Roberts : Poster: Hollywood Blonds : Cover: Bobby Heenan'’s WCW 
Cover: Special Holiday Issue! : Poster: Nikita Koloff i = : Guide 
Poster: 1992 . | OCTOBER;1988 | Plus: Boss, Orndorff & Roma 
calendar/wrestlers’ birthdays; JANUARY 1993 i Cover: War Games preview = 
: Cover: Brian Pillman : Poster: Johnny B. Badd ; JUNE 1994 
MARCH 1992* ; Poster: Ron Simmons te } Cover: Spring Stampede 
Cover: 1991 awards/yearin —_: FEBRUARY 1993* i pelea “ot Preview 
TevleW Cover: Starrcade ‘92 ‘ew See hemes Simone: Au ers 
i ; Badd 
Postsk Ousim lanes : Poster: Sting : Plus: Nastys, Rude, U.K. tour : 
* i ; JULY 1994 
onan : MARCH 1993* : DECEMBER 1993* : Cover: Sting 
- Bi i Cover: 1992 awards/yearin  : Cover: Battle Bow! preview ? Plus: Flair, Nastys, Vader-Jack 
Bester iKeaNle : review : Plus: Dustin, Horsemen, Clash Ee 
AUGUST 1992* i Poster: 1993 calendar/‘WCW i * ALL SLICK, ALL COLOR! 
Cover: Big Van Vader history ; JANUARY 1994 : 


Poster: Paul E. Dangerously 
dartboard 


: Interview special: Nastys, 
: Sting, Rude, Vader, Dustin 


Please send me the back issues | have checked below. | have Make check or money order payable to 


enclosed $5 check or money order for each copy ordered. 





+ 
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: LONDON PUBLISHING CO. ; 
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NEWS FROM THE 


SAN DIEGO, CA 
BY JASON BIAGI 








BRET HART 


VS. 
BIG VAN VADER 





Bret Hart ultimately got a victory in this match 
against Vader, but only after Steve Austin inter- 
fered. Hart used his quickness to offset Vader's 
power. As the battle moved out of the ring, Vader 
targeted Hart’s back, but Hart managed to avoid 
Vader's power bomb, and he slammed Vader 
instead. As Hart went for the “sharpshooter,” 
though, Austin came to ringside. Hart went after 
him and was nailed with a “Stone-Cold stunner,” 
but he was given the win by disqualification. 

OTHER BOUTS: WWF World champ Sid 
Vicious beat The Undertaker ... WWF Inter- 
continental champ Hunter Hearst Helmsley defeat- 
ed Marc Mero ... WWF World tag team champs 
Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith defeated Mankind 
& The Executioner ... Faaroog beat Savio Vega 
..» Jesse James pinned Justin Bradshaw ... Flash 
Funk beat Leif Cassidy ... Doug Furnas & Phil 
Lofon beat The New Diesel & Razor Ramon ... 
Steve Austin pinned Shawn Michaels. 
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MILWAUKEE, WI 
BY JILL GOODE 


PHILADELPHIA, PA 
BY KEVIN GREER 





SCOTT HALL 
VS. 
LEX LUGER 


BRIAN LEE 
VS. 
TERRY FUNK 





The NWO suffered a key loss but gave Luger 
quite a beating during this Clash of the Champions 
match. Six and Kevin Nash interfered every chance 
they had, but Hall didn’t need too much help to keep 
the advantage much of the way. Luger rallied with a 
dropkick and used several atomic kneedrops, but 
Hall gouged Lex’s eyes and got the advantage back. 
As Luger began pounding Hall and lifted him into the 
“torture rack,” Nash and Six stormed the ring. Luger 
was given the win by disqualification. 

OTHER BOUTS: Dean Malenko defeated WCW 
cruiserweight champ Ultimo Dragon to win the title 
... Scotty Riggs beat Mike Enos ... Chris Jericho, 
Super Calo, & Chavo Guerrero Jr. beat J.L, Konnan, 
& Lo Parka ... Harlem Heat beat Joe Gomez & The 
Renegade ... Masa Chono defeated Alex Wright ... 
Eddy Guerrero pinned Scott Norton after Dallas Page 
interfered ... Chris Benoit beat Kevin Sullivan in a 
falls-count-anywhere match ... Rick & Scott Steiner 
beat The Amazing French-Conadians. 


Funk was welcomed back to ECW with a loud 
ovation from the fans at ECW Arena, but Brian 
Lee spoiled his return with an upset win. The two 
battled back and forth the whole match, with 
Funk bleeding from almost the beginning. They 
smashed each other with chairs many times 
before Shane Douglas and Chris Candido came to 
ringside and interfered on behalf of Lee. They set 
Funk up for a choke-slam by Lee, and Lee pinned 
him just seconds after executing the move. 

OTHER BOUTS: Chris Candido defeated 
Louie Spicolli ... Mikey Whipwreck defeated 
Spike Dudley ... ECW tag team champions The 
Eliminators beat Axl Rotten & D-Von Dudley ... 
The Gangstas defeated Rick Morton & Tommy 
Rich ... Tommy Rich defeated Ricky Morton ... 
Mike Awesome defeated B. Mahoney ... Bubba 
Ray Dudley wrestled Pit Bull Il to a no-contest ... 
Pit Bull | defeated ECW TV champ Shane Douglas 
by countout. 
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NASHVILLE, TN 
BY HOMER EARLESON 





EDDY GUERRERO 
DALLAS PAGE 





Guerrero got help from the NWO to beat 
“Diamond” Dallas for the vacant U.S. belt at 
Starrcade, but it was help he never asked for. 
Neither man gained a clear-cut advantage until 
members of the NWO came to ringside. Hall exe- 
cuted an “Outsiders Edge” on Page, leaving him 
vulnerable to Guerrero’s frog splash, which led to 
the pinfall. After the match, though, the NWO 
attacked Guerrero, too. He held them off for a 
while, but they did finally get the best of him. 

OTHER BOUTS: Ultimo Dragon beat Dean 
Molenko ... Akira Hokuto defeated Madusa in a 
tournament final to become the WCW Women’s 
champion ... Jushin Liger pinned Rey Misterio Jr. 
... Jeff Jarrett beat Chris Benoit ... WCW World 
tag team champions Scott Hall & Kevin Nash beat 
Meng & The Barbarian ... Lex Luger defeated 
The Giant ... Roddy Piper defeated WCW World 
champion Hulk Hogan with a sleeperhold in a 
non-title match. 
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SCRANTON, PA 
BY GARY WENTZ 





} ; a. 4 
STEVIE RICHARDS 
LITTLE GUIDO 


MEMPHIS, TN 
BY FRANK MILLER 





BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
VS. 
MO 





Richards brought the entire BWO to the ring 
with him for this match, but when the bell rang, he 
was all business. The two exchanged armlocks for 
the first few minutes. After Guido fought his way 
out of a hammerlock, he caught Stevie with a leg- 
drop. But Richards fought back and quickly went 
for his Stevie-kick. Guido, though, caught his leg. 
A few minutes later, after Guido whipped him into 
the corner, Stevie waited for him to charge after 
him, hit him with a Stevie-kick, and pinned him. 

OTHER BOUTS: Mikey Whipwreck beat Chris 
Van de Loy ... Mike Awesome defeated David 
Jericho ... Axl Rotten & D-Von Dudley beat Bubba 
Ray & Spike Dudley ... New Jack defeated B. 
Mahoney ... Tommy Dreamer & Beulah Mc- 
Gillicutty defeated Shane Douglas & Francine ... 
Pit Bull II wrestled to o no-contest with Brion Lee 
... ECW tog team champions The Eliminators beat 
Axl Rotten & D-Von Dudley ... ECW heavyweight 
champion Raven beat The Sandman. 


USWA Southern champion Brian Christopher 
had to deal with more than just Mo in this bout. 
All the other members of the USWA branch of the 
Nation of Domination were present at ringside, 
and they taunted both the crowd and Christopher. 
But with the fans solidly behind him, Christopher 
leveled Mo with several kicks and punches. When 
Mo was dazed, Christopher came off the top rope 
with a flying legdrop. Queen Moesha then pre- 
vented the referee from counting the pin, howev- 
er. When Shaquille Ali ran in and then choked 
Christopher with the referee's belt, the official 
called for the bell and disqualified Mo. 

OTHER BOUTS: King Cobra beat Shaquille 
Ali by disqualification ... Akeem Muhammad 
defeated Tony Myers ... Bill Dundee defeated 
Kareem Olojuwon ... USWA tag team champions 
Steven Dunn & Flash Flanagan defeated Mike 
Samples & Vic the Bruiser when Dunn pinned 
Bruiser. 
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Speaking 


Harder than nails, 
veteran wrestling 
reporter Matt Brock 
has logged more 
miles covering 
wrestling than any 
other journalist. 


Every month Matt will 


travel to the sport's 
hotbeds, reporting 
everything he sees 
without fear or favor 
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hawn Michaels won the 
Sie World heavy- 

weight title again—it’s 
his second go-round—but 
chances are he won't 
remember this one as 
fondly as the first, and 
wrestling historians 
won't view it quite as 
favorably. He beat 
“Psycho” Sid, but not 
before hitting him 
with a TV camera, 
which is a violation of 
anyone’s rules ... 
except maybe those in 
ECW. Referee Dave Heb- 
ner was unconscious, Jose 
Lothario climbed onto the ring 
apron, Sid went after Lothario, and 
Shawn got him with the camera. 
Within seconds, the belt was his 
once again. Inter- 
esting series. of 
events, mostly re- 
garding Lothario, who 
had no business 
being on the ring 
apron on the first 
place and in all likeli- 
hood was trying to 
get Sid's attention. As 
for Michaels, he’s ob- 
viously reached the 
point in his career 
where he doesn't 
care how he wins. 
Fame will do that to a 
person. They taste it, 
like the way it tastes, 
and want more. Mi- 
chaels did a couple of 
TV appearances, sat 
next to that Kathie 
Lee broad, and in- 
stantly got addicted to 
the mainstream spot- 
light. Not that any- 
body in the building 
really cared. There 
werw about 60,000 
here, and not many 
seemed upset by the 
outcome. Then again, 
this wasn’t the last 
we've seen of Mi- 
chaels vs. Sid. Now 


SAN ANTONIO, TX 





if Monsoon can just keep Lothario 
and the TV cameras out of the 
ring, everybody would be better 
off. 


his is what wrestling has 
come to: Bubba Rogers dri- 
ves a Harley-Davidson mo- 
torcycle into Hugh Morris 
and people call it entertain- 
ment. Good thing Morris 
wasn’t badly hurt—still 
can't figure out how that 
happened—but you have to 
wonder, first, what the 
motorcycle was doing in 
the building and, second, 
why Bubba was allowed to 
get on top of it. Then again, 
you have to wonder why 
Nick Patrick, a member of 
the New World Order, was 


CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 








SHAWN vs. SID 
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the referee for every match at an 
NWO card, and why anybody who 
wasn't a member of the NWO 
would step foot within 500 miles of 
Cedar Rapids on the night of 
Souled Out. About the only thing 
worth watching was Hulk Hogan 
wrestling The Giant, if only 
because Hogan wrestling is such 
a rarity these days. Bottom line of 
this one is that the NWO is nothing 
without WCW, and WCW is noth- 
ing without NWO wrestlers, so 
they might as well find a way to 
get along, if that’s possible. Civil 
wars never helped anyone, and 
it's pretty clear that Bischoff and 
Patrick are abusing their powers. 
Another bottom line: By this time 
next year, the NWO will be a dis- 
tant memory. How pleasant it is 
remains to be seen. 


lways said it takes a bad 
{\ woman to bring a good man 

down, and there’s never 
been a truer case of that 
than with Kevin Sullivan 
and Woman. Right about 
now, Chris Benoit should 
be watching his back, 
because Woman might be 
waving a knife right in his 
shadow, but the man is so 
consumed by love that he 
doesn’t even know what's 
about to hit him. As for 
Sullivan, his long-running ~ 
relationship—whatever that 
means—with Woman has pretty 
much blindfolded him to every- 
thing that’s going on around him. 
Now he’s hanging around Miss 
Texas, hinting they had a special 
relationship years ago. If ever 
there was a waste of mat time, it’s 
two men feuding over a woman, 
especially this Woman, and the 
sooner Sullivan realizes that, the 
better off he is. As for Benoit, 
here’s a kid who's been battling to 
reach the big-time his entire life, 
finally gets there, and now he’s 
ready to throw it all away for a 
broad. Bad move, kid. Just take a 
look at Steve McMichael. He's got 
the blonde on his arm, but at least 
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Debra McMichael is his 
wife. Besides, McMi- 
chael doesn’t have 
much in the way of 
wrestling talent, so 
there's nothing much to 
be wasted. Not so with 
Benoit, who has the abil- 
ity to be at least WCW 
U.S. champion. Benoit 
should know that he 
wouldn't be the first man 
to get blindsided by 
Woman—get on line 
behind Sullivan and Rick 
Steiner—and he won't 
be the last. Regarding 
Sullivan, I'm surprised at 
him. Veteran, tough, has 
gone through some 
tough times in his career 
and gotten through them 
okay. You'd think he’d 
know better. Amazing 
what the male race will 
do when the female of 
the species starts show- 
ing off her gams. 


peaking of the 
female of this 
species, I've got 


my problems with one. 

Talking about Sheila 

Warner. Rings me up once 
in a while, but | always 
seem to be out of town. 
There’s a thing about old 
flames. The more distant 
their memory becomes, the 
more you think about them 
in positive terms. Take 
Sheila. | seemed to have 
forgotten the way she 
always told me what was 
good for me, the way | 
needed a woman, but once in a 
while, her message will say some- 
thing like, “Matt, it’s Sheila, there's 
something | have to tell you,” and 
there’s something about the way 
she says, “have to tell you” that 
keeps ringing in my ears as a 
warning. Don't know what | miss 
more, women or that low-choles- 
terol diet | was on for a while. But 
the other day I’m walking down 








WOMAN 


42nd Street in New York—they've 
cleaned it up, turned it into a 
tourist attraction, for goodness 
sake—when a woman walks up to 
me and nudges me in the ribs. 
Never liked that. “Hey, Matt, it's 
me!” Can't place the face at first, 
but then | realize: It's the broad 
Fabulous Moolah tried to set me 
up with about 25 years ago. Hor- 
rifying looks, good talker. Looks 
even worse now than she did 
then, which is saying something. 
Start out our conversation with, 
“We have a mutual acquaintance. 
Sheila Warner.” Shocked me so 
much that | immediately turned, 
started walking in the other direc- 
tion across the street, and nearly 
got knocked flat on my backside 
by a yellow cab. It just goes to 
show you what | said about 
women. They'll kill you. oO 
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THE MAW EW 


How Chris 
Benoit Drove 
SCNT ET 
Over The Edge 















Behind many great 
wrestlers over the 


years has stood one 


st 


we 
ta 


remarkable Woman. 
Now she’s standing 
behind Chris Benoit— 
and Kevin Sullivan is 


furious! 
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By Craig Peters 


HERE’S A GLEAM } 
in Woman's eye 

that can turn a man 
to jelly ... should she 
desire it to do so. It’s a 
gleam that promises the 
earth, the moon, and the 
stars, and guarantees 
that the man caught in its 
gaze does her bidding ... 
for as long as she chooses him to 
do so. 

It's a gleam that Kevin Sullivan 
knows well, because he has had a 
very close relationship with Wo- 
man for more than a decade. Wo- 
man has been Kevin's woman, 
and her success has been his suc- 
CeSS ... 

... during the years she man- 
aged Sullivan himself. 

... during the time she was 
associated with the tag team 
known as Doom. 

... during the various 
times when she was 
working with “Nature Boy” 
Ric Flair. 

... even while she was 
in ECW alongside The 
Sandman. 

But Chris Benoit? 

No, Benoit is a different 
situation entirely. 

“You gotta see what 
happens to Kevin when 
somebody starts talking 
about Benoit around him,” said 
Jimmy Hart. “It's wildness, man. 
You can just see him simmering 
and percolating, and the steam is 
rising and the pressure is building 
and—man, oh man, | just decide 


aye 
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to get out of the way when | see 
him get like that. That's all you can 
do.” 

“| was in the dressing room with 
several wrestlers, Sullivan one of 
them, when that video of Woman 


eeceeceeeocoeocs ec 


The sight of Woman and Benoit 
with their arms around each 
other (top) infuriates Sullivan. 
He doesn't mind so much see- 
ing her amongst all the Horse- 
men (top left). But seeing her 
interfere on Benoit’s behalf 
(above) fills Sullivan with the 
urge to smash Benoit with a 
chair (left). ‘ 


and Benoit was first shown,” 
said WCW broadcaster Tony 
Schiavone, referring to a tele- 
vised segment showing 
Benoit and Woman sipping wine at 
a restaurant during WCW's last 
tour of Germany. “His eyes were 
like laser beams riveted to the 
screen. Of course, some of the 
comments the guys were making 


Zit: 


} Before ‘she return- ‘, 
ed to WCW a little 
more than a year | 
‘ago, Woman was at 
The Sandman’s side 
in ECW (above). She — 
adorn ‘inter- 
es, too , but 
Sullivan i 


wasn't eonered by . 
; that pusitiass, ee 





didn't help his atti- 
tude any, but you'd 
think he’d be used 
to that over the 
years. And usually 
he’s fine. But Be- 
noit? There's seri- 
ous hatred there, 
that’s for certain.” 

That hatred has 
been manifesting 
itself in a series of 
particularly brutal 
falls-count-any- 
where bouts be- 
tween Benoit and 
Sullivan. For his part, Sullivan has 
been wrestling like a man pos- 
sessed, displaying a fury anda 
passion for victory that, some say, 
hasn't been there in years. 

“Hey, brother, if you ask me, it’s 
just a matter of Woman doing a lit- 
tle dance to get Sullivan all jeal- 
ous, and it looks to me like it's 
working!” said Steve McMichael 
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with a chuckle. The other mem- 
bers of The Four Horsemen, how- 
ever, aren't taking the situation so 
lightly. 

“Stylin’ and profilin’ is one thing, 
baby, it’s the way of nature, and 
the way of the ‘Nature Boy,” said 
Ric Flair. “But | gotta tell ya some- 
thing, baby, if a man ain’t takin’ 
care of business first, he’s got no 


reason to style or profile. Now I’m 
not saying that Benoit's falling out 
of favor with the Horsemen. No, no, 
no. He's a great wrestler, a man’s 
man, and a valuable Horseman 
asset. All I'm saying is that he’d 
best be careful about where and 
when and how he's spending his 
time. These things have a way of 
sneaking up on you. Trust me, I've 
been there, | know exactly what I'm 
talking about.” 

Arn Anderson was slightly less 
diplomatic in his comments. 

“This could tear us apart,” he 
told INSIDE WRESTLING. “I’m real 
supportive of Benoit and Woman, 
but they're on the verge of taking 
this thing too far. They don't need 
to be riling Sullivan up 
any more, and | want 
it to stop!” 

But Benoit feels 
that what he does on 
his own time is no- 
body’s business but 
his own. 

“No one tells me 
what to do,” Benoit 
said when told of 
Anderson and Flair’s 
remarks. “What do 
they wanna do, be- 
come my baby-sit- 
ters? Nursemaids? 
Whose business is it 
what | do on my own 
time? So what if Wo- 
man wants to be 
proud that she’s hang- 
ing with me—do | 
have any control over 
that? That's her busi- 
ness. 

“Look, Flair is the 
last guy on the face of 
the earth who should 
open his mouth about anything, 
and sometimes | think Anderson 
and McMichael should just keep 
their thoughts to themselves. I’m 
doing what | want to do when | 
want to, where | want to, how | 
want to, and why is nobody's 
damn business.” 

But Benoit is a Horseman, and 
the demands of being a Horseman 
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You might not. remember, but Woman did briefly manage Sullivan during his - 
stay in ECW. She guided him and Taz to the tag team title there in 1993. 


require that one be a Horseman 
24 hours a day, seven days a 


breaking that requirement, then 
the other Horsemen—particularly 


week. And if Benoit is seen to be Flair—will speak out about it. 


















Woman has been an adviser to Flair — 
at several different points of his 
career. She was there when he put 
together this latest group of Horse- 
men (above), as well as when he was 
dominating WCW a few years ago 
(right). Sullivan didn’t seem to mind 
that, either. ‘ 
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“This isn’t about a little indiscre- 
tion, this is about something much 
bigger,” McMichael retorted. 
“What makes Benoit think that 
maybe Woman isn’t working with 
ulterior motives? Ha! Like that 
hasn't been known to happen! 
She could be an agent of the 
NWO for all we know! Maybe 
Sullivan and Hogan have made a 
deal! Maybe she’s trying to soften 
Benoit up for a bigger kill!” 

But Benoit maintains he’s not 
about to listen to anyone. And 
Sullivan? 

“Sullivan is just out of control 
over this thing!” Hart said. “He's 
wrestling like a wildman, but he’s 
a wildman out of the ring, too. It’s 
eating him up, this Benoit thing, 
more than anything Woman’s 
done in years. This is too person- 
al for him. They’re throwing it in 
his face and laughing about it. No 
one does that to the ‘Task- 
master.’ You can’t talk to him 
rationally about it, baby. It’s got 
him all twisted up in knots, all 
bent out of shape. It's changing 
him—big-time!” 

Or is it? Maybe it’s changing 
him for the better ... or maybe it’s 
all part of a larger plan. The truth 
of the matter? No one knows, for 
the truth can only be found in one 
place: 

That gleam in Woman's eyes. [| 





















All we wanted to 
know was which man 
the fans liked better. 
But when we discovered that 
more than 80 percent of fans 
voted for Shawn, and that many 
of the pro-Shawn ballots had the same 
handwriting, we got suspicious 
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By Steve Anderson eas Michaels is the clear winner. 
ie - CA He received 80.3 percent of 
OMEONE MUST i ie all votes. But doesn’t that 
Sie had a great A} {i seem unusual? Bret Hart 
; . a only got one out of every five 

ll 1 Paee” votes? Bret Hart? 
Bos WOM S We think someone 
= stuffed the ballot box! But 
who? We have our sus- 

pects ... 


But who would be the 





deal of time on his He 
hands. iB 
The task was simple. 
We at INSIDE WRESTLING 
wanted to determine who 
was more popular among 
two of the most beloved 
superstars in the WWF, ¥ ‘ “3 most likely one? The indi- 
Shawn Michaels or Bret Ne artbreal ae _- vidual or individuals would 
Hart. The best way to do it, JN single, See al . \, \& have to have a vested 
we thought, would be to waiting You! \ ee ee ie nee Michaels Ki 
commission a poll. sity ~ @ ning. They also would 
The question was this: want to see Hart lose, 
“Who do you like better?” not just by a few votes, 
Readers were asked to, after but in a landslide. Mi- 
thinking about this question, fill chaels himself? That's 
out the ballot found in the 
February 1997 issue of INSIDE 
WRESTLING and mail it back to 
us. Simple, right? 
Wrong! 
As we began counting 
the ballots, we noticed an 
unusual trend. A number 


of ballots were photo- 

copied. Recognizing [re Suapects: Stavn sppesres on 
that a number of 1996 issue (above), so that maga- 
Peeler tents eres 
their 6 0S0Rs (right) is iaiia eam sort of reverse 
zines intact, We psychology on his rival. Then, of 
are usually course, there's Owen Hart (below). 
quite willing to 
accept “reason- 
¥ able facsimiles.” 

But these were 
very unusual. 
While the post- 
marks were, for the 
most part, different, 
more than 93 percent of 
them had three things in com- 
, mon. First, they all were in the 

same handwriting. Second, 
they were all votes for Shawn 
Michaels. A tremendous coinci- 
dence. Third, the section marked 
“additional comments” was left 
blank every time, as if whomever 
was filling out the ballots didn’t 
have much time. 

Obviously, if we give each bal- 
lot equal consideration, Shawn 














the obvious choice, but most 
of the time in cases like this, 
the obvious choice is never 
correct. But it certainly could 
have been ... 


OWEN HART 


The younger Hart's moti- 
vation would be obvious. 
Owen has done his best to 
prolong his three-year feud 
with Bret. He has issues 
with Michaels, too, but his 
hard feelings toward Bret 
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would likely override those. 
Owen has tried to wreak havoc in 
every aspect of his brother's life. 
And he remains jealous of his 
brother's success. Any victory by 
Bret is a defeat in Owen's eyes. 

Like his brother, Owen has an 
exhausting road schedule. Be- 
cause he is in a different city 
almost every night, he, too, would 
have every opportunity to make 
the ballots look legitimate. Bottom 
line: Owen wouldn't be above 
doing anything to make Bret look 
bad, no matter how much of an 
effort it required. 


PLAYGIRL 


Shawn Michaels solidified his 
mainstream popularity by appear- 
ing in the adult magazine sans ring 
attire. Many pictures featured 
Michaels clad only in a towel ... or 
with the WWF title belt strategically 
placed. The magazine sold well, 
but there are still plenty of back 
issue sales to consider along with 
a rumored second pictorial and 
calendar. 

No one at Playgirl would com- 
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There’s a good chance 
Shawn would have won 
this popularity poll legiti- 
mately, as he won PWI’s 
Most Popular Wrestler of 
the Year honors for 
1996. But it’s unlikely 
he’d get 80 percent of 
all votes. 


ment on the situa- 
tion, but the maga- 
zine would have 
the resources and 
the wherewithal to 
carry out such a 
clever scheme. 
The printing could 
be handled with 
ease, and since 
the publication 
has correspon- 
dents all over 
the country, it 
could get differ- 
ent people to 
mail in ballots from all 
over, thus accounting for all those 
different postmarks. 


BRET HART 
As strange as it may sound, a 
stuffed ballot 
box scheme 
might be right up 
“The Hitman’s” 
strategic alley. 
Hart knows how 
important fan ado- 
ration is to Shawn 
Michaels right now. 
Bret could find a 
way to use land- 
slide popularity poll 
victory against “The 
Heartbreak Kid.” He 
already thinks Mi- 
chaels has a big 
head, and a landslide 
victory in a poll like 
this would make him 
think about his im- 
We can safely assume that 
it wasn’t Mankind who 
sent in all those pro- 
Shawn Michaels ballots. 
But we also doubt that it 


was Michaels himself. That 
would be too obvious. 


age—and not his wrestling—that 
much more. 

Hart knows that to defeat an 
opponent, the win must come 
both physically and psychologi- 
cally. If it was Hart and those 
were his intentions, he may have 
succeeded. 


THE CRAZED FAN 


We said earlier that someone 
must have had too much time on 
his or her hands. Obsessed fans 
usually do. They devote their lives 
to the people they admire. Re- 
member, fan is short for fanatic, 
so this is a real possibility. Hart 
and Michaels have both garnered 
loyal and intense followings 
throughout their careers. Fans 
want their heroes to look good 
both in and out of the ring. But 
how could a fan carry out such a 
scheme? 

The Internet, perhaps? Wres- 
tling fans with access to it now 
have more opportunities than 
ever to communicate with each 
other. An electronic © 
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chain letter would put the process 
into motion. But also consider that 
large groups of wrestling fans get 
together in person all the time. 
The elaborate scheme could have 
been hatched at one of these 
gatherings. 

Since Playgirl refused comment 
and it'd be almost impossible to 
determine whether a crazed fan is 
responsible for this scandal, we 
could only turn to the Harts for 
comment. 

“| have a great relationship with 
my fans,” said Bret. “I don’t need a 
poll to tell me what they think of 
me. And | only wish | had enough 
spare time to try and pull off an 
elaborate and time-consuming 
scheme. Trust me, you got the 
wrong guy.” 

“This is all bunk,” said Owen 
Hart. “I’m a WWF tag team cham- 
pion and a Slammy Award winner. 
I’m above starting trouble with my 


The best thing for Shawn to do would be 
to put this poll thing behind him. He 
can’t worry about popularity with behe- 
moths like Vader still targeting him. 
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brother. He’s not worth it, and nei- 
ther is that idiot Michaels.” 

So the mystery continues. 
Michaels could have won the bal- 
loting legitimately. Why anyone 





would do this is still a mystery as 
well. Perhaps we should conduct a 
“whodunit” poll. 

No, we’re not gluttons for pun- 
ishment. {] 
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At 6’8”, Hulkk Hogan is not accustomed 
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WHAT YA GONNA 


By Steve Anderson 


7: OLLYWOOD” HULK 
L-| Hogan claims that he 
has never feared any 

giant. 

“The bigger they are, the 
dumber they are, brother,” brags 
the reigning WCW World heavy- 
weight champion. “And there’s 
late) tnllave meretsii-1 mu comenare) omele\u iam carla) 
a big, dumb, stinky Giant!” 

Hogan has had his share of 
battles with wrestling behemoths. 
He has traded blows with some 
of the tallest and heaviest in the 


challenging, wrestling, and 
defeating the big boys of 
wrestling has helped to make 
him the legend that he is today. 

But The Giant is a different 
story altogether. 

In July 1996, Hogan assumed 
a new role in wrestling. He is 
now the one doling out the cow- 
ardly sneak-attacks and verbal 
barrages against his enemies. 
But just like the yellow-and-red- 
clad superhero did so many 
times, Hogan is now battling yet 


history of professional gary 
wrestling. His bravado in hyn a ne 
JLB 


~~ 


Ny, 





7 
another opponent who has a | 


huge advantage in size. 
ai nt-meir-lae 


But The Giant has other ad- ~~ 
vantages as well. He is younger | 
and faster than his former NWO 
cohort. A better technical wres- | 
tler, too. He also is aware of ~— 


Hogan's track record with bigger 
men. Three of Hogan's WWF 
World title losses came at the 
iatclave (ome) mani=laimoye-amro)mm c-tl(=1ar-taco Min) 


excess of 320 pounds (Andre the ~ 


if 


Giant, The Undertaker, and | 


Yokozuna). He has had serious 
difficulties with others. 
“Hogan may be a big man 
who has faced big men, but 


¥ 
a | 


Hogan insists he has had no problem 
manhandling The Giant during the last 
18 months. These pictures suggest 
otherwise. His chokeholds (above) 
and bearhugs (right) have given 
“Hollywood” plenty of problems. 





ere's a look at how Hogan 

has done against some of 

the toughest big men in the sport 
over the years: 

Andre the Giant (7’'5”, 497): 


The two had several show- : 


downs, most notably at Wres- 
tleMania III and IV, and at the 
infamous Saturday Night's Main 
Event at which Hogan lost his 
coveted WWF World title. Each 
iiaatcramm (ele feta nes) ¢=la (cto mel] (o1.4\’ Am ale) ob 
ing to wear the big man down. 


: But Hogan could never get over 
: the betrayal of his former friend. 

? He beat him, but he had a lot of 
: difficulty handling the original : 
mcieue 
: “Psycho” Sid (6'8”, 318): As ° 
i Sid Justice, the man from West 
: Memphis, 
: Hogan all he could handle in : 
: their WrestleMania VIII match. At : 
: the time, a surprising number of. : 
‘ fans cheered on Sid, but due to : 
: outside interference, Hogan 


Arkansas, 


: tied, 


: impromptu bout, 
gave : 


: faltered in the rematch, at King 





I'm bigger than all of them,” said 
The Giant. “And I'm not ina 
slump or at the tail end of my 
career.” 

The old Hogan never backed 
down from a challenge, no matter 
what the size of his opponent. 
That worked against him all too 
often. Being in the unusual role of 
the lighter wrestler, Hogan would 
start out fast with fists flying. And 
what would ultimately turn the 
match in his favor for good was 
one particular move. 

A very basic move. 

A move that every wrestler 
uses. 

A bodyslam. 

Hogan knows (or at least used 
to know) the value of crowd reac- 
tion. Bodyslamming a man larger 

than him would always 
incite a response that 
would give him the 
emotional fuel neces- 
sary to go on and win 
the match. But Hogan 
wanted it all too fast. 
He'd inevitably try to 
bodyslam his behe- 
moth foes without the 
benefit of softening 
them up first. It hap- 
pened with Andre the 
Giant, Yokozuna, and 
King Kong Bundy. 
Hogan wrenched his 
back trying to slam each 
one of those three. 





A GIANT SCORECARD: HOW HOGAN HAS 


: never logged a clean victory 
: over him. Right now a rematch 
? seems unlikely. 


Yokozuna (6’4”,589): They're 
1-1. The first match, at 
WrestleMania IX, was an 
as Hogan 
answered Mr. Fuji’'s open chal- 
lenge after Yoko beat Bret Hart 
for the WWF belt. Twenty-five 
seconds later, Hogan won his 
fifth WWF title. Hogan, however, 
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e Giant and Hogan first met, WCW was counting on the “Hulkster 
j . Wwcew is gs on The Sem to help destro 


“Hogan was even cocky back 
then,” said The Giant. “He thought 
that he could do it all, and 
because he was Hulk Hogan, he 
would win. Those days are over 
now, and he knows it. He's tried 
that against me before, and it 
didn't work, but we'll meet again. 


HANDLED THE HEAVIES 


of the Ring '93, as the former : 
sumo star shocked the “Hulk- 
ster” with a dizzying array of : 
power moves. Interference by a 
ringside photographer helped : 
Yoko regain the title. 

The Undertaker (6’9”, 328): : 
Both of their WWF title matches : 
were marred by controversy and : 
outside interference, thanks : 
mostly to Ric Flair. Perhaps : 
Hogan underestimated his : 
ghoulish foe, too. The Under- : 
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He never beat me without help 
from his goons because he can't 
beat me. He'll never beat me one- 
on-one. 

“And let me tell you, if he tries 
to slam me, I'll make sure his 
spine snaps.” 

In the last six months, Hogan 


taker, with “Hulkamania” casket 
in tow, always seemed to have a 
mental edge over Hogan. 

King Kong Bundy (6°4”, 
446): Bundy got Hogan's atten- 


: tion by sneak-attacking and 


injuring him prior to Wres- 
ri(ei\V/felalt-Wal| Mm (ole t=(aime(=iunr=tare(=10 m=! 
match at the WWF's premiere 
event. With the two locked in a 
cage, he handled Bundy with rel- 
ative ease. Bundy appeared 
overmatched. 


has become the hunter instead 
of the hunted. During Hogan’s 
entire tenure with the WWF, 
wrestlers came after him. Now 
he is egging on The Giant, daring 
him to confront him in the ring. 
He did the same thing to Roddy 
Piper after Piper arrived in WCW. 
He’ll make some derogatory 
comments about him, The Giant 
will come out to the ring, and 
Hogan will let his cronies do the 
rest. - 
“That stinky Giant is just plain 
stupid,” said Hogan. “How many 
times did | beat The Giant so far, 
anyway? Ten? Twenty? If he 
thinks that his size is my weak- 
ness, he’s crazy, brother. Throug- 
hout my career, | have faced 
those beanstalks and the’ giants 
that live there. | have not failed 
yet.” 

But if he gazes toward at the 
top of this beanstalk, Hogan can- 
not like what he sees. 
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He’s gone as far 
as he could with 
that ghoulish look. 
The Undertaker needs 
new life, any life. 
Ever wonder how 
he’d look with 
a tan and some 
real clothes? 

after yet another 


xX 
sleepless night, Gi 


Gi Delasantro poured himself a coffee 
latte, ran a brush through his hair, and 
plucked a few loose hairs from his 
rust-colored eyebrows. 

“Must look good,” he muttered. 
“You never know when that special 


By Bryan Ethier 


N THE MORNING 





, Beach, Het? 


visitor nay arrive.’ 

Delasantro had spent each of the 
last dozen mornings suffering through 
the same routine. It all began two 
weeks earlier when he wrote a letter 
to the WWF urging the federation to 
get help for The Undertaker. 

“He needs a complete makeover,” 
Gi Gi pleaded in his letter, a copy of 
which he sent to INSIDE WRESTLING, 
“I have just the facilities here in 
Miami to transform him from a life- 
less zombie into a real human. It’s 
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time for him to reverse 
his strategy. He has to stop 
trying to lull his opponents into 

a slumber and be more aggressive. 
He calls himself an undertaker, he 
looks like dead man, and he wrestles 
as if he has one foot in the grave and 
is trying to drag his opponent in with 
him. 

“T think if he looked more like a 
human being, he’d feel more energy 
and he’d soar right to the top,” 

Of course, Gi Gi knew it was a 
longshot that the owner of a hair 
salon and tanning studio could con- 
vince a wrestling giant to get a trim, a 
shave, and don a Brooks Brothers 
Suit. 

Yet Gi Gi knew the solution to 
*Taker’s recent mini-slump could be 
found in a seven-foot tanning booth. 
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though successful in his business, he 
still misses the smell and sounds that 
wafted from the squared circle. 

That's why he wrote to the WWF, 

I know more about Undertaker 
than anyone in the federation, he 
thought. He doesn’t even have a man- 
ager anymore! He doesn’t have a 
plan! 
















One of The Undertaker's 
favorite things to do in the ring 
is lift his opponent by the throat 
and toss him to the mat. He 
“needs a new look, yes, but he 
heeds some new moves, too. 
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“A man is what he feels,” he 
/ mused. “If you creep around 
emeteries looking for bats and. 
caressing an urn for luck, you 
= offaman.” —  » 






Al 


‘Taker doesn't usually spend much time 

* working over his opponent's arm, and he also 

1@ doesn't spend much time doing certain other 
eC 4 things .. . like soaking up sun and buying styl- 
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Ba 1, Gi Gi would turnion the to the’ 
% TV.-to entertain his clients. ‘Naturally, Gi’ si mit f 
bythe time a new client became a_ the same tagties- 
; regular, he or she would ba, wres- the eérie 


» tling virtuoso. ~ moyes. Unde ake my CO mplex- 


13 ‘Gi Gi was‘also able to observe | ion—that was ; i Gi 
com > nwanees in a wrestlers” styles. and per-_ decided. Poor cine 08 poor nutri- 


» sonalities because his dad, Eduardo, ton Not enough sun, Then. there was 
~ovhelpedrun a-local wrestling Sct e pe-a-dopi routifie, where 
fea or -back in the days when Gorge 20 he appeared down and out. 
- George was popular, As a kid, ¢ i i kw he would d hight ¢heraudi- 
a attended the gies noky a rising, from A stupor. Then 
ia. e. 
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wrestler such as Steve Austin would 
send “Taker to his grave ... forever. 

In his letter, Gi Gi outlined the 
strategy he’d use to revive the career 
of The Undertaker. 

First, the greasy, long locks had to 
go. 

“I'll give him the George Clooney 
look,” he said. 

The teeth—they needed more than 
Ultra Brite. They needed Spice ‘n° 
Span and a steel brush to scrape off 
what looks like 300 years of tartar, 

Most important, Undertaker need- 
ed to look like a member of society, 
not a member of the six-foot-under 
club. That meant stuffing him in a 
tanning booth, and parching his skin 
cocoa-brown. 

“The man needs to look alive. Ina 
week, I can have him as tanned as 
George Hamilton.” 

Get rid of that spooky beard, too, 
Gi Gi decided. Give him the Harvard 
look by leaving sideburns mid-ear 
length. Would these changes in 


There's no question that the “tomb- 
stone” piledriver is one of wrestling’s 
most punishing finishers (below and 
opposite page, right). But if Undertaker 
changed his image, perhaps he'd feel 
the urge to add another finisher to his 
repertoire. 
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appearance make Undertaker a better 
wrestler? It would help, Gi Gi 
advised. 

“But he needs more than a sun- 
burn. He needs a manicure, pedicure, 
an earring, new tattoos, a whole new 
wardrobe.” 

After 30 years in the business, Gi 
Gi understands that a tan, haircut, and 
glistening teeth don’t completely 
change one’s life. That was part of the 
package. You needed to dress, walk, 
think, and talk for success. 

Gi Gi suggested in his letter that 
Undertaker work with an exclusive 
Miami tailor named W. Willie Low- 
enstein. WW, as his customers call 
him, sees people by appointment only 
and deals strictly in cash. But if you 
want a finely tailored wool suit and 
cashmere coat to go with it, WW is 
your man. 

“Perhaps if Undertaker dressed 
like he was going out on the town, he 
might wrestle with more purpose,” 
said Gi Gi. 
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Of course, all these improvements 
would never get Undertaker a shot at 
the World title. 

“Let’s face it,” Gi Gi’s letter stat- 
ed, “The Undertaker 
has the social graces 
of a gravedigger. He 
needs a public rela- 
tions genius.” 

Gi Gi is just the PR 


‘Florida’s most plush 
and respected sale 
without having sof - 

° : eg 
business savvy, Gi Gi 7a 


would have Under- 


the rafters a fa mod-— 
Tarzan. 


That complexion, well, 


"_ We've seen enough of 


that, too. Put ‘Taker in 
a tanning salon if 
that’s what it takes. 
Get this man some 
color in his skin, 


i J 
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Undertaker changed his 
look and outfit slightly in 
the last few months, but 
slightly isn’t enough. We 


want him full of life and 
energy ... and we want 
him to stop hanging © 
around cemeteries. 





If only Vince Mc- 
Mahon would read Gi 
Gi’s letter. If only he 
would advise Undertaker 
to fly immediately to 
Florida to avail himself 
of Gi Gi’s unique skills. 
But it had been nearly 
two weeks since Gi Gi 
had mailed his letter. He 
was beginning to wonder 
if he’d ever get a re- 
sponse, He settled back 
into a chair and sipped 
his latte. He turned on 
Saturday morning wres- 
tling. There was Under- 


taker, sprawled across the screen. Gi 


Gi covered his eyes. 
He knew then that his fetter had 
been tossed into the circular file.  [_] 
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remained in the WWF as Razor Ramon and 

made a very nice living. Or he could have done 
something completely different. He decided to do some- 
thing different, and in the process, he made history. 

The New World Order might very well fail in its quest 
for world domination, but that does nothing to diminish 
Hall’s considerable accomplishments. In addition to 
being an outstanding brawler, Hall is a master of psy- 
chological warfare. With his wisecracks, cutting barbs, 
and biting sarcasm, he is able to get under the skin of 
the wisest and most experienced veterans in WCW. 
Hall’s detractors deny his effectiveness, but the results 
are undeniable. 

Hall is even more effective working in concert with 


Semat HALL HAD a choice. He could have 


SCOTT HALL 


“WE CAN’T LET 





WCW DIE!” 





his NWO cohorts. With men like Hulk Hogan, Kevin 
Nash, and Ted DiBiase on his side, Hall has taken his 
game to a new level, using their strengths to help make 
himself one of the most dangerous men in the sport. 
The NWO would not be nearly as feared as it is without 
Hall as one of its cornerstones. 

Of course, everything is not rosy for the NWO, or for 
Hall. He and his comrades face daily threats to their 
desires for dominance. Many WCW wrestlers are 
standing together, and Hall is one of their chief targets. 

Senior Writer Andy Rodriguez caught up with him 
just days after the NWO’s first pay-per-view, Souled 
Out. “He is one of the most arrogant men I've ever inter- 
viewed,” Rodriguez said, “but he'll always tell you 
what's on his mind.” 


Q: /'ll ask you first about The 


have to do things you don’t 


| don’t care about making 


Giant. What does his leaving do 
to the NWO? 

: Absolutely nothing. 

: You're saying a big man like 
that taking off doesn’t hurt you 
guys? 

: No, maybe | should reconsid- 
er that. He made an impact 
by leaving. He made us 
stronger. It’s like “Holly- 
wood” says; we were using 
The Giant. He couldn’t see 
that, but he ain’t too smart. 
The Giant thought he was 
one of us, but he could never 
be a part of the NWO, not 
with the way he thinks. 

: But wouldn’t you rather have 
The Giant on your side? 

: Listen, if The Giant had his 
act together, he’d be perfect 
for the NWO. Take one look 
at the guy and you see he 
has all the tools. His problem 
is that his ego is too big. He 
acts like he’s too good to fol- 
low orders. Sometimes you 
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want to do. You can’t always 
be running the show. Every- 
body in the NWO, even 
“Hollywood,” knows that. 


: No offense, but | don’t think 
you, Hogan, Nash, or DiBiase 
has any business criticizing 


anyone for having a big ego. 


: You sayin’ | have a big ego, 


punk? You're hurtin’ my feel- 
ings, man. I'm a team player. 


“if The Giant had 
his act together, 
he’d be perfect for 


the NWO. Take one 


look at the guy and 
you see he has 
all the tools. His 

problem is that his 
ego is too big.” 





myself look good. Never 
have. 


: Are you concerned that Lex 


Luger has an alliance with The 
Giant? 


: Luger, now there’s another 


guy who’s too dumb to know 
the score. He could be a big 
part of the NWO, but like The 
Giant, he’s blowing it. How 
long do you think they'll be 
able to stay together? They'll 
never agree on anything, 
bro’. C’mon, get serious. 


: With all the new additions to the 


NWO, how much do you guys 
agree on? 


: We agree on plenty. It’s 


sweet. The main thing we 
agree on is that we’re going 
to make sure the NWO re- 
mains the top organization in 
this sport, now and forever. 
We have the people here to 
do that. Guys like Big Bubba 
and Marcus Bagwell joined 
us because they were smart 
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“We're going to 
make sure the 
NWO remains the 
top organization in 
this sport, now and 
forever. We have 
the people here to 
do that ... If we 
don’t keep moving 
forward, we'll die.” 





enough to see they could be 
a part of something big. The 
same with Mr. Wall Street and 
Masa Chono and Scott Nor- 
ton. Smart men. If we don’t 
keep moving forward, we'll 


die. 


wrestlers in the NWO? 


Guess who’s number one? 


ae 


: Eric Bischoff said he wants 
everyone in WCW to convert 
their contracts into NWO con- 
tracts. Do you want all those 


: I'd like to see as many people 
join the NWO as possible. 
Like | said, we have to keep 
growing. We get more sup- 
port every day because 
everybody realizes the NWO 
is a wave of the future, and 
they want to be part of it. 
NWO for life. But we don’t 
want to eliminate WCW com- 
pletely. It’s just gonna be the 
number-two organization. 


Q: Wouldn’t WCW then still be a 


A: 


threat to the NWO? 

Hey, it’s nice that they can 
always give us some trouble, 
but we’re the ones who'll be 
causing the most trouble. 
The NWO is always gonna be 
setting the agenda around 
here, bro’. WCW has to deal 
with that the best way they 
can. For them, that’s gotta be 
a big pain in the butt, but for 
us, it’s a whole lot of fun. Put 
it this way: It’s like me and 
the guys have this whole 
pool of talent to beat up on 
whenever we want to. We 
can’t let WCW die! We want 
to keep them around for our 
benefit. | hope WCW keeps 
bringing in more guys for us 
to beat up. You get tired of 
beating up Savage, Piper, the 
Steiners, and The Giant all 
the time. We need fresh WCW 
blood. 


: What about your own situation? 


You mentioned the Steiners. | 
think | know what your answer 
will be, but I'll ask anyway. 
What happened at Souled Out. 
You got pinned by Rick Steiner. 
The Steiners should be the tag 
team champions, but because it 
was Randy Anderson and not 
Nick Patrick who made the 
count, you and Nash got to 
keep the belts. Isn’t that unfair? 


: No way, man. Randy An- 


derson shouldn’t have been 
in the building that night. 
He’s lucky he only got fired 
from WCW. They should have 
put him in prison for what he 
did. He didn’t buy a ticket 
that night. What happened 
was fair. You gotta play by 
the rules. 


: | think it’s only a matter of time 


before the Steiners get those 
belts. 


: Yeah, okay, let’s talk about 


the Steiners. You got Rick, 
the “Dogfaced Gremlin.” Per- 
fect name. Here’s a guy who 
we thought would be smart 
enough to join the NWO, but 





Scott Hall uses an abdominal stretch to 
wear down Lex Luger. He hardly seems 
worried that Luger and The Giant have 
formed an anti-NWO team. 


considering his track record, 
we should've figured other- 
wise. Then you got Scotty. 
Scotty looks real impressive, 
| have to admit that. But 
when it comes down to get- 
ting it done in the ring, those 
boys fall short. They’re damn 
good, but we’re better. That's 
it. That’s how it’s gonna be. 
Bottom line is we have the 





It’s quite clear that Hall is 100 percent 
committed to the NWO. When Dallas 
Page turned down an offer to join, Hall 
rewarded him with an “Outsiders Edge.” 
He says the group is still expanding. 
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genius. | don’t see any prob- 
lem with what he’s doing. No 
problem for us. It gives the 
NWO the maximum advan- 
tage. That’s all we’re shoot- 
ing for: the maximum advan- 
tage. We never said we’d 
achieve it in six days or six 
weeks. We know that some- 
times we’ll need to be patient 
and let situations play out. 
We’re keeping everything in 
perspective. When we say we 
want to be the complete or- 
ganization, we’re serious. 
And it’s about time you got 
serious. When you gonna 
recognize the NWO as a sep- 
arate league? 

: That's not my decision. 

: It’s your cop-out. Anyway, 
you guys will come around 
eventually. The NWO is set- 
ting the new standard, and 
there’s nothing you can do to 





Hall knocks The Barbarian to the mat with a clothesline. He and Nash hold victories 
over Barbarian and Meng and most of WCW’s other top tag teams. But not the 
Steiners. Not yet. 


power of the NWO behind us, 
and they don’t. 

: True. They don’t always have 
10 men interfering on their 
behalt. 

: That’s all you look at, right? 
What happens at the end of 
the match. You’re like all 
those WCW people who are 
too blind to see the big pic- 
ture. So a few of our people 
hit the ring and a few of their 
people hit the ring. That’s 
wrestling. I’m talking about 
being part of the elite. You 
know, NWO for life. It’s still 
hard for guys like you to 
accept the NWO. Hey, ina 
way, | can’t blame you. A 
year ago, we didn’t even 
exist. But now we’ve 
changed this business so 
much that nobody knows 
exactly what the effect we’ve 
had. 

: Who is the leader of the NWO? 
: Everybody in the NWO is a 
leader, and that’s not just 
talk. The NWO does things 
different. We all have a say in 
what goes on in this organi- 


zation. I’m not saying we vote 
on everything. Sometimes 
Eric Bischoff or “Hollywood” 
make bold moves, and they 
don’t have time for consulta- 
tion. That’s cool with me, 
because | trust those guys. | 
know they’re committed to 
the NWO as much as | am— 
and it was me and Nash who 
got this whole thing going. 


: Any new people coming in? 
: Definitely, but if you want 


names, don’t ask me. There 
are guys who are anxious to 
join us, but right now, they’re 
caught up in other situations. 
It can be tough when you 
have to untangle yourself 
from some mess. I'll tell you 
this: When those men finally 
do become a part of the NWO, 
you won't believe how power- 
ful we'll be, and you know 
how strong we are now. 


: Do you see any danger in over- 


reaching? For example, is it 
possible for Bischoff to head 
both WCW and the NWO? 


: Eric can do whatever he 


wants, bro’. The manisa 


stop us. oO 


“| hope WCW keeps 
bringing in more 
guys for us to beat 
up. You get tired of 
beating up Savage, 
Piper, the Steiners, 
and The Giant all 
the time. We need 
fresh WCW blood.” 
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Destroying Himself 
For Your Approval 


Go figure: The 
s who consider 
themselves the 
most discerning 
fans in the sport 





are actually booing 
| Sabu! Why? 
i ; ‘Because he won't 
commit actual 








suicide in the ring? 
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ABU WAS MAKING his 
Si across the ECW 

dressing room. Each step 
brought pain not only to him, but 
to those who watched him. Every 
movement of this body that has 
been in such incredible battles 
seemed forced, as if the body 
was protesting each limb’s insis- 
tence that it move forward, ever 
forward. 

The incredible star paused to 
lean against a table. He straight- 
ened his body, stretched his 
arms into the sky, and let out a 
moan as his midsection arched 
this way, then that. One wrestler 
near Sabu later claimed he heard 
a snapping noise: Sabu’s ribs, 
perhaps, or his spine wrenching 
back into place. 

Sabu’s postmatch routine? 

Nope. 








This was the image of Sabu 
coming in to the dressing room 
for an ECW card recently. 
Aching. Fatigued. Fresh (fresh? 
hardly!) from flying halfway 
around the world from Japan. 

Any sane man would have 
gone home, crawled into bed, 
and stayed there for a week. 
Gotten some sleep. Let his body: 
heal. Allowed his screaming 
bones to quiet down. Cooled 
down the burning muscles and 
flaming cartilage. 

Sabu is not a sane man. 

“Bor-ing! Bor-ing!” 

The chants of those few ECW 
fans pierce Sabu’s ears like flam- 
ing knives. 

Boring? The man who took the 
practice of hurling his body 
through wooden tables and 
raised it to the level of a fine art? 
Boring? 
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Having just gotten back from Japan, Sabu was very tired going into his recent 
match with Perry Saturn. Saturn didn’t take it easy on him, though. He kicked him 
right in the stomach as Sabu attempted this dive. 


“You know, sometimes a few— 
not all—of these ECW fans can 
really be too tough,” Rob Van Dam 
said as he watched Sabu wrestle 
Perry Saturn at the 
ECW Arena in Phil- 
adelphia. “Here you 
have a guy who 
goes all-out, lives 
on the edge, who’s 
given his all for the 
fans in this building, 
and some of them 
chant boring at the 
guy? 

“Let me tell you 
something,” Van 
Dam continued. “Any 
one of these people 
would be dead—literally dead!—if 
they once tried what Sabu’s been 
doing nightly for years. Hear that? 
Now wait ... watch what Sabu’s 
gonna do now.” 

What Sabu did was turn his 
game up yet another noich. It was 
painful to see, because it was 
obvious—to anyone who wasn’t 
screaming for blood—that Sabu’s 
body did not want to. be turned up 
a notch. 

But Sabu is that kind of a com- 
petitor. He is obsessed with 
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always taking his game to the next 
level, and is profoundly dissatis- 
fied if he hears even one fan voic- 
ing dissent about his match. 
“When | man- 
aged Sabu, | was 
stunned every night 
by the level of his 
dedication to his 
craft,” said Paul E. 
Dangerously. “He's 


Sabu is so adamant 
Elofelti mo) (crrtiere mint 
crowd that he often... 
tries an inordinate 
number of high-risk 
aerial moves even 

on nights when he’s 
ticle Mejmultiatisen 

That was the case 

in the Saturn match. 


Not just about pushing the enve- 


lope; he’s pushing the whole 
damn box of envelopes!” 

“Sabu is at a dangerous cross- 
roads in his career right now,” said 
ECW blow-by-blow man Joey 
Styles. “In many ways he’s the vic- 
tim of his own greatness. The fans 
keep asking him to take his game 
to the next level, and he feels he’s 
cheating them if he doesn’t com- 
ply. But how much further can he 
go, especially having to wrestle in 
pain every night? Then he goes 
out there, hears a few people boo- 
ing him, and hears some people 
cheering for Taz, and it’s eating 
away at him. 

“Sabu isn’t just about winning 
matches right now—he’s about 
trying to win a// the people over to 
his side again,” Styles said. “But 
you have some people in the 
ECW audience who are as insane 
in their attitude toward the sport 
as Sabu is, but on a different 
level. | mean, you’re asking me? | 
don't find Sabu boring, ever, at all, 
and | think people who chant bor- 
ing during his matches ought to 
go back and watch their tapes of 
Hacksaw Duggan and The Honky 
Tonk Man. 

“But by the same token, God 
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When he’s not at 100 percent and still tries to wrestle as if he is, Sabu sets himself 


up for disaster ... or at least a lot of pain. 
punished him with a bone-rattling suplex. 


helps those who help them- 
selves, and Sabu isn’t gonna get 
any slack from the fans unless 
he starts giving himself some 
slack,” Styles added. “He can't 
go into that ring after wrestling 
12 nights straight in Japan, hop- 
ping a plane, sprinting from the 
airport to the arena, and practi- 
cally getting into the ring from the 





After Sabu missed a few moves, Saturn 


taxicab. He can’t. He just can’t, 
and | don’t care if he js Sabu. 
Nobody can. At some point you 
have to recharge your batteries, 
refuel, and replenish so that you 
can compete at your best, be- 
cause ECW fans don’t accept 
anything less than the best.” 

And maybe that’s what the fans 
are reacting to, after all. Not that 


Sabu and Saturn used chairs to punish each other in their match, but chairs are 
used in so many ECW matches. What can Sabu do to top himself? Maybe we ought 
to just appreciate what he has already shown us. 
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Sabu is a boring wrestler, because 
on his worst night, he’s anything 
but boring. But Sabu is in a place 
right now in which he’s wrestling 
at less than full capacity. And to 
an ECW fan, that’s a worse sin 
than being Eric Bischoff’s hair- 
dresser. 

Sabu came staggering into the 
dressing room after his match with 
Perry Saturn. Sweating. Chest 
heaving as his exhausted lungs 
gulped oxygen. Eyes a twisted 
blend of fatigue and adrenaline. 

He paused to lean against a 





Some say Sabu is too willing to take a 
lot of punishment from his opponents, 
that he does it to show how tough he is. 
He shouldn't have to prove that to any- 
one at this point. 


table. He straightened his body, 
stretched his arms into the sky, 
and let out a blood-curdling shriek 
as his midsection arched this way, 
then that, stretching his muscles 
and wrenching his spine back into 
place. Then he kicked a chair 
across the dressing room as he 
cursed something in his native 
language. 

As Sabu disappeared into the 
showers, someone asked his 
interpreter what Sabu had yelled. 

“He said,” the interpreter re- 
sponded, “that he would try harder 
next time.” oO 
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The telephone wires sizzle 
each month, as two top 
wrestlers voice their rage 
and hostility toward each 
other. Here's the unedited 
transcript of their 
conversation, your chance to 
feel the raw emotion that | 
results when two antagonists 
face off ... One On One 


HE YEAR 1996 was hardly a 

stellar one for longtime man- 

ager Jim Cornette. Not only 

did he fail to manage a champion for 

those 12 months, but he also lost a 

lion’s share of his stable to former 

attorney Clarence Mason. There was 

one constant, however, throughout the 
year—Big Van Vader. 

Although Vader never won the 
WWF World title, Cornette was able 
to get him numerous shots at the 
championship. And when Vader was 
not wrestling for the title, he always 
remained in contention, thanks to the 
shrewdness of his manager. But dis- 
tractions from Mason and a need to 
look for new talent changed Cornette 
and infuriated Vader. 

Their relationship now looks to be 
over, For several weeks this winter, 
Vader came to the ring alone. Rumors 
of bickering between him and Cor- 
nette were buzzing throughout the 
WWE. Then, at the Royal Rumble, 
Paul Bearer interfered on behalf of 
Vader in his match with The Under- 
taker and helped him gain a very 
important victory. A new and unholy 
alliance was formed between the two. 
But many fans asked the same ques- 
tion: What about Cornette? 

Other questions remain as well. Is 
Cornette still Vader's manager? Is 
Vader still under contract to him, or 
has Paul Bearer officially secured the 
behemoth’ s services? We attempted to 
gain insight on those and more issues 
when we gave Big Van Vader and Jim 
Cornette the opportunity to go “One 
On One.” 
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“Me and Bearer have an agreement; that’s all 
you need to know. At the Royal Rumble, we 
had the same goal. We both wanted to destroy 
The Undertaker. Now we want the WWF title.” 


JIM CORNETTE: All right, 
Vader. I know I haven’t been around 
as much as I should have, but what the 
heck is up with you and Paul Bearer? 

VAN VADER: I don’t know why 
you’re worried about that. You haven’t 
been worried about me for months 
now. Bearer gave me the shot in the 
arm that I needed at the Royal Rumble. 

JC: The only shot Bearer can pro- 
vide is a shot of formaldehyde to keep 
a rotting carcass from stinking up the 
funeral home. That weeble couldn’t 
manage his way out of his trousers. 

VV: So where have you been, 
because you haven’t been with me? 
You’re the one who promised me 
fame and fortune in the WWF. You 
promised me the WWF title. Then 
when Clarence Mason stole your 
other guys, you promised me your un- 
divided attention. What’s up? 

JC: Look, Vader, I’m a manager. I 


—Big Van Vader 


need.a stable of wrestlers if Camp Cor- 
nette is going to take over the WWF. 
I’ve been out scouting new talent every 
day. You as much as anyone should 
understand the importance of that. 

VV: The only thing that I under- 
stand is beating people up. It’s all that 
matters to me. I need a manager to 
take care of all the business stuff. 

JC: But I’m trying to assemble a 
superstable and take care of your 
affairs as well. You’re on the road 
every night. I know you think you’ve 
gotten the short end of the stick, but 
that will change if you get rid of 
Bearer. We’re a team. 

VV: What about the Rumble then? 
You couldn’t even make it for one of 
the biggest matches in my career? A 
win over The Undertaker brought me 
back to where I belong. 

JC: You know how I feel about 
The Undertaker. 
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“] can get you a title shot anytime you 
want one. Give me a chance. 
Pil slide Monsoon so many bananas that the 
old fool will give you whatever you want.” 
—Jim Cornette 


VV: You’re afraid of him. Ever 
since he put you in that bodybag, you 
don’t even want to hear his name 
again. 

JC: That was terrifying. I still have 
nightmares about it. I almost suffocat- 
ed to death. And Mama, well, seeing 
that almost gave her a coronary. 

VV: So you can see that I need 
someone who isn’t afraid of The 
Undertaker. 

JC: But Paul Bearer? Give me a 
daggone break. That Addams Family 
reject is in a major slump. You hon- 
estly think that a guy who has to take 
care of Mankind is going to have time 
for someone like you? 

VV: He was in my corner when I 
needed him. 

JC: I also see that you got caught 
on the wrong end of that urn Bearer 
has when you teamed up with Man- 
kind the next night. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


VV: That was Mankind’s mistake, 
not Paul Bearer’s. 

JC: So you signed a contract with 
him? . 

VV: Me and Bearer have an agree- 
ment; that’s all you need to’know, At 
the Royal Rumble, we had the same 
goal. We both wanted to destroy The 
Undertaker. Now we both want the 
WWF title. 

JC: I can get you a title shot any- 
time you want one. Give me a chance. 
I'll slide Monsoon so many bananas 
that the old fool will give you whatev- 
er you want. Remember my experi- 
ence and vast resources. 

VV: That hasn’t done anything for 
me recently. 

JC: Look at everything all we’ve 
been through together. Who brought 
you to the WWF? Who got you in the 
Rumble last year? Who got your sus- 
pension lifted when you attacked 


Monsoon? Me. 

VV: Didn’t Clarence Mason get 
that suspension lifted? 

JC: Only under my orders. I even 
got you that title shot at SummerSlam 
against Michaels, remember? If it 
wasn’t for crooked officiating, you’d 
be wearing that WWF belt around 
your waist today. 

VV: And you'd still be out scout- 
ing new talent. 

JC: Hey, no matter how big you 
are, you still need some reinforcements. 

VV: Not when you’re the man. 
Besides, who are you gonna to get to 
join you? : 

JC: Uh ... um ... well, nothing’s 
set in stone yet. You'll just have to 
trust me. Is that too much to ask? 

VV: Yeah, it is. Bearer is content 
to manage me, just me. If I’m going 
to get back into the title picture, I 
need that. 

JC: But I have strategies worked 
out that will help you beat Austin, 
Bret Hart, Undertaker, Michaels. 
They’ll be roadkill, brother. But 
you're going to have to trust me. 

VV: I don’t need a strategy. I just 
go in that ring and do what I do best. 
That’s destroy anything that gets in 
my way. Whether it’s one opponent, 
four opponents, or 10,000 opponents, 
I can take care of business in the ring. 
My strategy will be to pound them all 
into the ground and Vader bomb 
them. 

JC: Let’s just wipe the slate clean. 
We can be a dangerous duo. 

VV: And so can Bearer and me. I 
got Undertaker’s number. No one else 
can claim that. Hart and Austin and 
Michaels are just ragdolls for me to 
throw around. Soon Vader will get his 
due. The WWF championship. 

JC: Look, Vader, all I ask is for 
you to think about it. I can make it 
worth your while. Whatever your 
arrangement with Bearer is, we'll 
change it. Just a few phone calls from 
Mama’s attorneys and you'll be back 
where you belong. 

VV: I belong in title contention. 
That’s where I am right now, and I 
want to stay there, no matter who’s 
managing me. 0 
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The NWO still has possession of the WCW World title, but reader Michael Jones 
predicts that the group will fall apart soon. He thinks Hulk Hogan’s ego will have 
something to do with it. 


glass coming up through the car- 
pet. As a wrestling fan with a VCR 
and some intelligence, it is easy to 
notice the cover-up job they’re try- 
ing to do. Unfortunately for the 
NWO, Piper's victory over the 
almighty Hogan isn’t a bad dream, 
but it is their worst nightmare 
come true. 
BARRY SWANSON 
Port Arthur, TX 


WORLD TUMBLING DOWN 

It appears that the New World 
Order is finally crumbling. It began 
with the debate over Six. Then 
The Giant's defection. Now it 
appears Hall might be unhappy 
with the group. For several weeks, 
he didn't join the NWO at any of its 
gatherings. The foundation of the 
NWO has been rattled, and it 
looks like WCW is poised to defeat 
them. These factors will lead to 
the ultimate fall of the NWO: 

1. The continuous signing of 
untalented wrestlers. Come on, 
Big Bubba Rogers should not be a 


member of the NWO. He can't 
even get his name straight. Mar- 
cus Bagwell is a bad seed. Just 
look at how many tag team part- 
ners he has had in the last three 
years (2 Cold Scorpio, The Patriot, 
Scotty Riggs). 

2. The collision of egos. This is 
a common argument used by the 
critics. | don’t think Scott Hall and 
Kevin Nash will be able to deal 
with Hulk Hogan’s self-serving ego 
much longer. 

3. Sting. It is apparent that 
Sting has not joined the NWO, and 
when he gets his head siraight, he 
will be able to lead WCW to victory 
over the NWO. 

Remember, though, that if 
WCW is to topple the NWO, it 
must be united. With the way 
things are going between the 
Horsemen, Dungeon of Doom, 
and Sting, it doesn’t appear that 
they are united enough to conquer 
the renegade group just yet. 

MICHAEL JONES 
Boston, MAC) 
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VOTE 


Once Again the 
World Wrestling Federation 
(W.W.F.) Held its annual 
Hall of Fame Banquet and 
induction but failed to induct 
one of the greatest wrestler’s 
of all time. 













SAMNARTING 


“The Living Legend” 
Bruno Sammartino as W.W.F. 
champion for ten years 
stood up to every challenger, 
wrestling 52 weeks a year 
and defended his title at 
least once a month more 
than any champion past or 
present in any wrestling 
promotion. 
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It was Shane Douglas to whom the masked man wanted to 
talk that night, but Rude never feuded with Douglas, so the 
masked man’s comment about wanting to get even with 
Shane was confusing. 





guys all the time.” 

Rude never liked dealing with the press. The media 
always viewed him as too self-centered, and as a man 
who refused to address his few weaknesses. Rude 
never saw himself as having any weaknesses, and as 
the taller of the two blondes fed him grapes, | could see 
why. 

“So, you think it's me?” Rude asked. 

“I’m not sure,” | said. “| hoped I’d get the answer 
today.” 

“And what do you think now?” 

“I'm not sure.” 

But at that moment, both women started stroking his 
chest. Why would Rude want to leave this? What's the 
attraction of the ring? 

| couldn't even begin to imagine. oO 
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HULK HOGAN is turning into a great liar. “You’re an embarrassment! “You're old 
So are the others in the NWO. They’re news!” Ah, yes, the war of words (and fists) 
trying to convince everyone that Hogan between BRET HART and SHAWN 

beat RODDY PIPER at Starrcade, but we all MICHAELS is getting uglier (and more 
know he didn’t. Deep down inside, though, exciting) all the time. This feud is already 
he must realize the only way he can get rid shaping up to be the best of 1997! ... 
of Piper is to beat him convincingly! ... Everyone in WCW is thrilled to have THE 
The SHAWN MICHAELS-BRET HART feud | GIANT back on their side, but was his split 
is out of hand. Would you believe thateven | _ with the NWO all about a title shot? 
their friends are saying one of them must Did STING have something to do with it? 
leave the WWF?! ... There are more Or was it a high-ranking Time Warner 
supergroups in wrestling now than ever executive who changed the big man’s 
before. We'll tell you why gang violence is thinking? ... Don’t miss the full-color 
overrunning the sport. centerfold of HULK HOGAN! 


All this—and much more!—in the May 1997 | All this—and much more!—in the May 1997 
issue of The Wrestler issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
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turn in outstanding Royal Rumble 
performances only to be forgotten 
because they weren't standing at 
the end. Austin was the star of the 
Rumble, win or lose, and the fact 
that he won made his performance 
all the more obvious. 

But what if the referees didn’t 
have their backs turned and Austin 
lost? 

Well, then Austin would have 
been yet another Rumble loser 
who was actually a winner. And he 
would’ve been another good rea- 
son for the WWF to change the 
Rumble format. 

| know I've written in the past that 
the WWF shouldn't play games with 
the Royal Rumble; switching from a 
60-minute to a 45-minute format is 
a mistake the WWF needs to cor- 
rect. But the Rumble needs to 
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award the wrestler who lasts the 
longest and eliminates the most 
wrestlers, not the wrestler who gets 
the luck of the draw and is the last 
man into the ring. That’s why the 
Rumble is the only wrestling event 
in which it might be a good idea to 
keep score. 

The WWF can't fool around with 
the Rumble; the prize for winning it, 
a shot at the World champion at 
WrestleMania, is too great. Luck 
shouldn't play a role in who gets 
that coveted shot on wrestling’s 
most important day of the year. So 
let's explore some options: 

The WWF could switch to a pure 
battle royal format, but that would 
take away from the uniqueness of 
the Rumble. 

The WWF could go to a 
format in which the winning 
wrestler is the one who elimi- 
nates the greatest number of 
wrestlers. But that would pun- 
ish the last wrestlers into the 
ring. Another possibility, in 
which the winner is the 
wrestler who lasts the long- 
est, would also punish the 
last wrestlers into the ring or, 
possibly, benefit the wrestler 
who avoids action. 

Keeping score is difficult 
and the Rumble, as it is now, 
comes as close as anything 
to being the perfect wrestling 
event. 

But if one Royal Rumble is 
great, wouldn’t two Royal 
Rumbles be even better? 

That's right, two Royal 
Rumbles, both on the same 
night. Royal Rumble | would 
be the first match on the card 
and would use a 30-minute 
format. Royal Rumble II 
would be the final match on 
the card, also under the 30- 
minute format. To make 
things fair, the order of entry 


for the first Rumble would be 
reversed for the second Rumble. 
The overall winner of the Rumble 
would be determined by a com- 
bined score based on time in the 
ring and wrestlers eliminated, with 
bonus points awarded for order of 
elimination. 

Now this might sound awfully 
complicated, but it’s nothing 
today’s modern electronic score- 
boards couldn't handle. And per- 
formances turned out by wrestlers 
such as Bret Hart, Davey Boy 
Smith, and Steve Austin wouldn't 
go unrewarded. 

Perhaps this isn't the best idea, 
but it’s certainly something to think 
about. oO 





WWF President Gorilla Monsoon declared 
Austin the winner of the Rumble but did not 
award him a World title match at WrestleMania. 
Rosenbaum suggests Monsoon and the WWF 
tinker with the Rumble format. 
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WRESTLING es 
REVUE 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling 
Revue is acknowledged as one of the finest series 
of wrestling magazines ever produced, These 
beautiful editions, all edited and published by 
Stanley Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all wrestling magazines that 
followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Dr, X, and full-color action of the Bastiens vs, Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassic, 
Pepper Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki 
Starr, plus a full-color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, 
Angelo Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, 
Larry Chene, plus a full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, 
Yulie Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O'Connor, closeup on 
midgets, plus a full-color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, 
Yukon Eric, Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien. $25 
December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Ernie 
Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O'Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad 
Dog Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 





BOXING 


BOXING 


NEWS 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Mlustrated/ Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, resulting 
in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 





May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, 
Joey Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy 
Humphrey, “Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustav Scholz, Mauro 
Vazquez, Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard 
Boiled Haggerty, Omaya Kato. $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, 
Joe Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique 
Torres. $25 

October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. 
Sonny Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, 
“Sailor” Art Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher vs. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty 
Daltons, results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay. 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser vs. Bob 
Ellis, results, $30 
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cago’s United Center. 

The Giant is neutral by default. 
He hosed WCW, then was hosed 
by Hogan and company. Many in 
his old federation are hesitant to 
take him back for fear of another 
betrayal. The Giant, as good as he 
is, has proved that he is best with- 
in a unit: He may be 7’4”, but he 
may also lack the ability to stand 
alone in this battle. 

The Nasty Boys offended both 
groups with their heinous and stu- 
pid actions, along with their body 
odor. Since they tried to join 
Hogan’s gang and failed, they 
have been exiled by WCW to a 
place akin to Superman’s Phan- 
tom Zone. 

Then there’s The Booty Man, or 
whatever he’s calling himself now. 
I'm hesitant to even mention his 
name for fear that it would change 
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by the time this column is complet- 
ed. Booty/Bruti/Beefcake/Butch- 
er/No Name was the first to defect 
to the NWO after Hogan, but he 
quickly found out Hogan didn't 
want him. | wonder where he'll 
show up next. 

In that age-old classic Rudolph 
The Red-Nosed Reindeer, the title 
character visited the Land of Misfit 
Toys. Whether by decree or 
choice, these seven out-of-place 
misfit wrestlers could band togeth- 
er and give fans the ultimate 
three-way dance. My reaction? A 
big, fat yawn. 

Remember the good old days 
when wrestlers faced wrestlers? 
When so-called supergroups were 
content to dominate with victories 
and title belts. Now no one Is an 
individual. There are big groups 
with little groups carrying on feuds 





I guess we all have Sting to thank for starting this new group of wrestlers with no 
loyalty to either WCW or the NWO. Great ... just what | needed, another reason not 
to like Sting. 
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with each other and other groups. 
To throw a third in the mix would 
convolute things even more. 

And more chaos and confusion 
are the last things that your aver- 
age wrestling fan needs. 

So we're back to that same-old 
question of, “What’s up with 
Sting?” Instead of the standard 
shoulder-shrug, | will provide my 
unique and insightful analysis of 
the situation. 

While he might briefly form the 
SWO (Sting World Order), | think 
Sting will eventually go back to 
WCW because he is still addicted 
to fan support. Even though most 
of the New World Order boys are 
cheered, Hogan is the exception. 
Why? Because he was a fan 
favorite for so long that people 
grew weary of his shtick. Now 
they're angry that he reacted the 
way he did. For Sting, it would be 
the same: Longtime stale fan 
favorite goes sour and joins the 
NWO. Been there, done that. Boo! 
Hiss! 

Sting’s fragile mental state 
could never handle anything less 
than: adoration from the masses. 
Look for him to lock up again with 
WCW. But what about the attacks 
on wrestlers, you ask? Simple. | 
think he’s waking them up and 
making them more battle-weary to 
face the real enemy. Then, like 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur, Sting 
will give his “I have returned 
speech” to cheering crowds. 

That’s what's up with Sting. 

Earlier | compared Sting’s 
rogue gallery to a bunch of misfits. 
Perhaps castaways would be 
more appropriate. As was the 
case on Gilligan’s Island, there are 
seven, and they seem to be lost 
on an island unto themselves. But 
that analogy is hopelessly flawed. 
There isn’t a professor in this 
bunch. oO 
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nerve. Perhaps now he'll forget 
about the bad service and plate 
full of grease and bones long 
enough to talk. 

“Prove? I'll tell ya what | have 
to prove,” Funk said while point- 
ing a fat-covered rib in my direc- 
tion. “| am a former 
heavyweight champi- 
on of the world, and | 
still get no respect. 
My reign is always 
talked about as acci- 
dental because Dory 
couldn’t make it to the 
arena for his title shot. 

“Then after | 
proved myself worthy, 
there were still nay- 
sayers. But | shut 
them up in a hurry. 
And now there is a 
whole new generation 
of fans who think the 
ol’ Funker is past his 
prime. Well, I’m fixin’ 
to end that myth.” 

“What do you have 
in mind?” | inquired, 
satisfied that | had rat- 
tled the veteran into 


talking. 
“I’m going to the 
Rumble tomorrow 


night and win, peri- 
od,” said Funk. “I'm 
gonna prove that | 
can be a contender 
and a world champion 
once again. I'll show 
this ‘new generation’ 
that there is a lot of 


Funk.” 

“What about ECW? What will 
your accomplishments in the 
WWF do to your status there?” | 
asked. 

“Not a damn thing. I’m not tied 
to any promotion, and | never will 
be. | wrestle where | want and 
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when | want. That title is not far 
from my grasp either. Heck, | 
could unify those dang belts and 
never let them go.” 

Funk's intensity enthralled me. 
| forgot about the plate of coagu- 
lating grease sitting in front of 





Funk is enjoying feuding with Brian Lee and others in ECW. More than 
21 years after he won the NWA World title, he still thinks he has 
fight left in Terry enough fight in him to win titles in both ECW and the WWF. 


me. Here is a man who is beyond 
the so-called retirement age, and 
he burns with the same fire that 
he did in his younger days. Funk 
doesn’t act old in or out of the 
ring. 

“More food,” Funk bellowed. 


“Where is my ... doggone it, I’ve 
had it! C’mon Liz, let's get out of 
here.” 

Funk's greasy hands grabbed 
what was my favorite white blaz- 
er as we left. He refused to pay 
the bill, and no one in the restau- 
rant was interested in 
his money or his pres- 
} ence any longer. 

We stood outside 
the restaurant. What 
my interview lacked 
in quantity, it made 
up for in quality. The 
Texas night air began 
to cool. 

“Where to now?” | 
} asked Funk. “Don't 
tell me that a few ribs 
filled you up.” 

“No, but | got other 
things on my mind,” 
said Funk. “I got some 
} preparation to do.” 

“Training?” | asked. 

“Nope. But | know 
where they're doing 
that Shotgun Sat- 
urday Night show 
tonight. Wanna go 
crash the party with 
me?” Funk asked with 
a twinkle in his eye. 

“No, thanks. Too 
much excitement for 
one night for me.” 

With that, we said 
our goodbyes. Later 
that night, | turned on 
the TV in my hotel 
room and watched as 
Funk made his pres- 
ence known on Shot- 
gun by calling out and brawling 
with Steve Austin. 

Too much excitement? He may 
not have gotten all he wanted out 
of that restaurant, Shotgun, or the 
Rumble, but with Terry Funk, this 
is only the beginning. O 
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Beat Rose & Somers- 


Or Move On: 





REG GAGNE SAT back in his 
chair and scratched his head. 
Gagne had that look a person gets 
when he has something to say but 
doesn’t know quite how to say it with- 
out embarrassing somebody. Finally, 
he stared directly into the eye of the 
reporter sitting in front of him and 
began to speak. 
“Let me see how to word this,”’ said 
Gagne. ‘‘The Midnight Rockers are a 
great team. In fact, I don’t think 


there’s any doubt that they’re the best 
tag team in the AWA, probably by 
far, and because of this, they should 
have won the World championship a 
long time ago. That’s what concerns 
me, their inability to win the big one 
and beat Rose and Somers when it 
really counts. You gotta wonder. 
‘Now look at this,” Gagne contin- 
ued, starting to get more comfortable 
with what he was saying. ‘May 17, 
1986. That’s the night Buddy Rose and 


Doug Somers won the belts from Scott 
Hall and Curt Hennig in Hammond, 
Indiana: Now, I don’t think anybody 


thought that Rose and Somers would 


last more than a few weeks with the 
belts. 

“By that time, the Rockers weren’t 
considered main contenders because 
they had just come onto the scene. But 
they established themselves _ pretty 
quickly and I think that if they don’t 
win the belts real soon, people are 





The time is now for Marty Jannetty and Shawn Michaels. They've had 
countless shots at the AWA World tag tearm title, but have been unable 
lo grab the elusive hardware. If they don’t win it soon, The Midnight 
Rockers might find that it’s time to hit the road 


SO 
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The Rockers did beat 
Rose and Somers, but 
they moved on shortl 
thereafter. And bot 
_.. Shawn Michaels and 
UC CU 
had eventful careers 
since. Look back at’ 
this “Inside Wrestling 
Classic” from 10 years 
ago for some insight 
into their pre-WWF 
careers 





- - a | he 
Sherri Martel, manager of AWA World tag team champions Buddy Rose 4 
and Doug Somers, begs Marty Jannetty not to slap her (above). — , —— 
Jannetty, who is frustrated over Martel’s frequent interference, suplexes : 4 
Somers (right). Rose walks right into a punch from Shawn Michaels NC LLL LLL LLL LLL LAL 


— 


(below). 


gonna lose some respect for them.” 

And so, after less than a year as a 
tag team, it has come down to this for 
Marty Jannetty and Shawn Michaels, 
The Midnight Rockers: Beat Rose and 
Somers for the World tag team belts 
or get out of the AWA. 

Expectations can be the toughest ob- 
stacle for a young tag team to over- 
come. When Michaels and Jannetty 
first joined forces and became The 
Midnight Rockers, they were roundly 
criticized by the wrestling community. 
The name—and their style—was con- 
sidered a cheap imitation of The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express and The Midnight 
Express. 

It was quickly established, however, 
that the Rockers are a unique tag 
team. Their “rocker suplex”” was just 
one of the many fabulous moves that 
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=a 
The Midnight Rockers execute their ‘rocker 
suplex”’ on Rose (above). Michaels launches 
a-spunch against Somers (below). If the 
Rockers don’t win the AWA tag belts soon, 
perhaps they should rethink their future in 
the AWA. 


set them apart from their NWA coun- 
terparts. Their youthful enthusiasm 
and dedication to the sport spawned a 
legion of loyal fans. The Midnight 
Rockers injected a dose of excitement 
into the AWA. 

But soon, expectations turned into 
demands and The Midnight Rockers 
became victims of their own press clip- 
pings. The more the fans came to hate 
Rose and Somers, the more they want- 
ed to see the belts around the waists of 
Jannetty and Michaels. The fans would 
accept a championship and nothing 
else. Presently, The Midnight Rockers 
are ranked ahead of Rose and Somers 
in Inside Wrestling’s Top 15 (see page 
32), but that won’t help them win the 
championship. 

The fans had their appetities further 
whetted in August, when Jannetty 
pinned Somers in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and it appeared that the Rockers had 
won the belts. But the decision was 
reversed when it was ruled that Rose 
was the man who was legally supposed 





to be in the ring. The belts were re- 
turned to Rose and Somers. 

Still, the Rockers proved on that 
night ‘that they could beat Rose and 
Somers. Certainly, if they did it once, 
they could do it again. But they 
couldn’t. The Rockers won most of 
the return matches over the following 
months, but always by disqualification. 
Sometimes Rose and Somers would get 
themselves disqualified. Other times, 
manager Sherri Martel would do it for 
them. Some matches ended in double- 
disqualifications. The Midnight Rock- 
ers were never pinned, but they were 
no closer to the title. 

Then, on Christmas night in St. 
Paul, Jannetty and Michaels took a big 
step toward the title. In a non-title steel 
cage match, Jannetty pinned Somers to 
earn another series of shots at the belt. 
It was an outstanding match and a 
clear-cut victory. From almost any 
standpoint, time was running out on 
Rose and Somers’ title reign. 

But time seems to be running out on 
the Rockers as well. ‘‘They just can’t 
catch up to us so maybe they should 
just give up,’’ suggested Somers. ‘You 
know, these guys have had tons of title 
matches and they still haven’t won. 
They never will. There comes a time 
when you just gotta give up and face 
the facts.’ 

For once, Somers might be right. 

“Tt just seems like we’re knocking at 
the door all the time and just can’t 
bust through,” said Michaels. ‘‘First of 
all, these guys are always getting them- 
selves disqualified, but we should’ be 
able to stop that. It’s very frustrating, 
that’s all I can tell you, but we have 
this message for our fans. We’re not 
gonna give up. We’re gonna get those 
belts.”’ 

This time, it’s now or never. The 
Midnight Rockers have had enough 
chances. So far, they’ve been fortunate 
that the AWA lacks tag teams. Other- 
wise, they would have never received 
so many title shots. But the fans’ pa- 
tience is running low. The matchmak- 
ers’ patience is running low. 

It’s put up or shut up time. Do it 
now, or get out! That’s the challenge 
facing The Midnight Rockers. O 
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August 1983/Stories include: JYD, 
Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 

November 1984/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 

Jonuary 1987/Stories include: Rude-Flair, 
Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

April 1987 Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

December 1987/Stories include: 
Freebirds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
March 1988/Stories indude: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Hair, 
Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase, 

June 1988/Stories indude: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers-Megabucks, Horsemen, Lawler. 
November 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Kerry, Luger, Muraco, Freebirds. 
December 1988/Stores include: Powers 
of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights, Fuller & Golden, Ultimate. 

May 1989/Stories include: Hogan, 
Steiner, Morton, Bad Co., Taylor. 

June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Savage, 
Luger, Steamboat-Flair. 

August 1989/Stories indude: 
Hulkamania, Steamboat, Rude, Cornette. 
September 1989/Stories include: Savage- 
Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 

October 1989/Stories include: Hall- 
Pillman-Vicious, Hennig, Warriors, Rhodes. 
December 1989/Stories include: Rhodes, 


Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry. 

H 

' CAUG83  OVJANQ0 
' ONOV84  CAPR9O 
' OJAN 87 OJUN 90 
| [FEB 87 OJUL 90 
| CAPR87 1 AUG 90 
| ODEC87 OSEP90 
CMAR88 COCTg90 
1 CAPR88 CUNOV 90 
1 OJUN68 ODEC 90 
1 (OCT ss CAN 91 
' CNOV88 (IFEBQ1 
' CDEC 88 OMAR 91 
' OMAR89 (CIAPR91 
1 FiMAY89 CMAY91 
! JUN 89 CUUN 91 
| MAUG 89 OJUL 91 
| (SEP 89 DSEP 91 
OOCT 89 Doct 91 
i ODEC89  ONOV9I 
' 

1 


ee ee ee ee 


January 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting-Flair, Roberts-DiBiase. 

April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade '89, 
Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer. 

June 1990/Stories include: Sting, Saito- 
Zbyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate, 

July 1990/tories include: Steiners, Sting, 
Warrior & Hogan, Earthquake, 

August 1990/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Hogan, Warrior, Taylor. 

September 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Duggan, JYD, Adams, Horsemen. 

October 1990/Stories include: Sting, 
Legion of Doom, Bushwhackers, Gigante. 
November 1990/Stories include; Flair, 
Hogan, Vicious, Slaughter, Orients. 
December 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting, Kerry, Cornette, Zhyszko. 

January 1991/Stories include: LOD, 
Adams, Steiners, Lawler-Funk. 

February 1991 /Stories include: Taylor, 
Hogan, Martel, Sting. 

March 1991/Stories indude: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Roberts-Martel, Sting. 

April 1991/Stories include: Flair-Sting, 
Steiners, Piper, Zbyszko, Slaughter. 

May 1991/Stories include: Savage- 
Warrior, Steiners, Sting, Virgil. 

June 1991/Stories include: Steiners, LOD, 
Koloff, !-C belt, Dundees. 

July 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Virgil, 
Nastys, Steiners, Spivey. 

September 1991/Stories include: Justice- 
Hogan, Hyatt, Rude, Hennig. 

October 1991/Stories include: Savage & 
Liz, Hogan & Warrior, Luger. 


November 1991 /Stories include: Hogan- 
Savage, Luger, Flair, War Gomes. 

January 1992/tories include: Sting, 
Freebirds, Hart, Rhodes, Rotundo. 


May 1992/Stories include: Justice-Hogan, 


Liger, Gilbert, Repo Man, 

June 1992/Stories include: Sting, Hogan, 
Race, Bagwell, Atlas, 

August 1992/Stories include: Savage- 
Flair, Jack-Badd, Christopher, LOD. 
September 1992/Stories include: War 
Games, Hogan, Vader, Kamala. 
November 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Warrior, Vader, top rope rule, 

March 1993/Stories include: Michaels, 
Koloff, Windham-Rhodes. 

June 1993/Stories include: Doink, Vader- 
Sting, Hort, Steiners, Lawler. 

July 1993/Stories include: Bravo, 
Gonzales, Bulldog, Ramon, Amn. 

August 1993/Stories include: Hogan- 
Yokozuna, Hart, Christopher. 

September 1993/Stories include: 


Steiners, Slamboree, Ramon, Sting & Smith. 


October 1993/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, Money Inc., Vader-Vicious, 
November 1993/Stories include: Bodies, 
Jonnetty, Rude-Flair, Hogan, Luger. 
December 1993/Stories include: Fytch, 
Austin, Luger, Yokozuna, Sting & Flair. 
Fbroary 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
wggan, Doinks, Blonds, holiday wishes. 
ray '1994/Stories include: Nastys, 
Parker, Borga, 1994 predictions, 
May 1994/Stories include: Flair-Rude, 
Hart, Luger, Morton, Heenan. 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of “the magazine 
that rips the lid off pro wrestling!” INSIDE WRESTLING 
gives you all the information He need to keep up with the 


pro wrestling scene! Avoid sellouts—order today! 


June 1994/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Snuko, Anthony, Bruises, Blayze. 

August 1994/Stories include: Piper, 
Hogan, 911, Freebirds, rulebreakers. 
September 1994/Stories include: Nostys, 
Undertaker, Flair-Steamboat. 

November 1994/Stories include: DiBiose, 
Sting, Diesel, Cactus-Sabu. 

December 1994/Stories indude: Hogan, 
Bret, Rottens, Cactus, AAA midgets. 
January 1995/Stories include: Vader, 
Diesel & Razor, Hart, Luger, Sabu. 
February 1995/Stories include: Sting, 
NcMahon-Lowler, Woman, Brutus-Hogan, 
March 1995/Stories include: Nastys, 
Ramon, Tasmaniac, 1995 predictions. 

May 1995/Stories include: Michaels, 
Mabel, Diesel, Undertaker, Hogan. 

June 1995/Stories include: Hogan-Savage, 
Austin, Gangstas, Public Enemy. 

August 1995/Stories include: Badd, 
Bigelow, Studd, Bubba-Sting. 

September 1995/Stories include: Vicious, 
Flair-Hogan, Severn, Mabel. 

November 1995/Stories include: Hogan, 
Wright, Totanka, Backlund-Clinton. 
December 1995/Stories include: 
Undertaker, Vader, Renegade, Gangstas-PE. 
January 1996/Stories include: Norton, 
Vicious, Psicosis-Misterio. 

February 1996/Stories include: 1996 pre- 
dictions, Goldust, Sherri-Parker. 

April 1996/Stories include: Diesel, Kid, 
Savage-Sting-Luger-Hogan. 

May 1996/Stories include: Austin, Public 
Enemy, Vader, Sosoki, weirdness. 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 

















TOP 15 4—EDDY GUERRERO 8—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 12—THE UNDERTAKER 
(4) U.S. heavyweight champion (3) WWF Intercontinental champion (9) No. 6 contender: WWF World title 
1—SHAWN MICHAELS 5—SID VICIOUS 9—DEAN MALENKO 13—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 
(6) WWF World champion (1) No. 3 contender: WWF World title (13) WCW cruiserweight champion (15) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 
2—THE GIANT 6—BRET HART 10—RAVEN 14—BIG VAN VADER 
(2) No, 2 contender; WCW World title (8) No. 2 contender: WWF World title (12) ECW heavyweight champion -] No, 8 contender: WWF World title 
3—STEVE AUSTIN 7—LEX LUGER T1—JUSHIN LIGER 15—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(5) No. 4 contender: WWF World title (7) No. 3 contender: WCW World fitle (11) Holder of eight belts (+) USWA Southern champion 
wcw 4—LEX LUGER 8—LORD STEVEN REGAL 12—KONNAN 
(4) 265, Chicago, IL (6) 247, Blackpool, England (10) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
1—HULK HOGAN 5—DEAN MALENKO 9—CHRIS BENOIT 13—CHRIS JERICHO 
(1) 275, Venice Beach, CA (11) 216, Tampa, FL (9) 218, Edmonton, Alberta (-} 225, Vancouver, British Columbia 
2—EDDY GUERRERO 6—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 10—JEFF JARRETT 14—MARCUS BAGWELL 
(2) 221, El Paso, TX (8) 260, Tampa, FL (7) 230, Noshville, TN + 240, Marietta, GA 
3—THE GIANT 7—SIX T1—ARN ANDERSON 15—SCOTT NORTON 
(3) 430, parts unknown (5) 212, Minneapolis, MN (13) 249, Minneopolis, MN (+ 360, Minneopolis, MN 
WWE 4—SID VICIOUS 8—FAAROOQ 12—ROCKY MAIVIA 
(1) 318, West Memphis, AR (8) 260, Perry, GA (14) 272, Peor! City, HI 
1—SHAWN MICHAELS 5—STEVE AUSTIN 9—BIG VAN VADER 13—FLASH FUNK 
(5) 234, San Antonio, TX (3) 241, Dallas, TX (12) 450, Denver, CO (13) 222, Denver, CO 
2—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 6—AHMED JOHNSON 10—GOLDUST 14—JAKE ROBERTS 
(2) 279, Greenwich, CT (7) 255, Pearl River, MS (11) 254, Austin, TX -) 253, Stone Mountain, GA 
3—BRET HART 7—THE UNDERTAKER 11—MANKIND 15—CRUSH 
(6) 235, Calgary, Alberta (4) 328, parts unknown (10) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (15) 322, Kona, HI 
MOST POPULAR 4—SHAWN MICHAELS 8—EDDY GUERRERO 12—REY MISTERIO JR. 
$$ _iostisswe: No.5 Most Populor Lost issue: No. 9 Most Popular Last issue: No. 12 Most Popular 
1—THE GIANT 5—LEX LUGER 9—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 13—CHRIS JERICHO 
Lost issue: No, 2 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last issue: No. 13 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 15 Most Populor 
2—AHMED JOHNSON 6—BRET HART 10—THE SANDMAN 14—JAKE ROBERTS 
Lost issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 14 Most Popular Lost issue: unrated 
3—RODDY PIPER 7—THE UNDERTAKER 11—GOLDUST 15—MABEL 
Lost issue: No. 1 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 6 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 10 Most Popular Lost issue: unrated 
MOST HATED 4—SCOTT HALL 8—SAVIO VEGA 12—STEVE MCMICHAEL 
_—_ Lost issue: No. 3 Most Hated Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
1—HULK HOGAN 5—FAAROOQ 9—SIX 13—RAVEN 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated Last issue; No. 8 Most Hated Last issue: No, 12 Most Hated 
2—STEVE AUSTIN 6—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 1O—JERRY LAWLER 14—BIG VAN VADER 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated Last issue: No, 10 Most Hated Last issue: No, 12 Most Populor 
3—KEVIN NASH 7—KEVIN SULLIVAN 11—SID VICIOUS 15—MANKIND 


Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


Lost issue: No. 6 Most Hated 


Last issue: No. 11 Most Hated 


Last issue: No. 13 Most Hated 





TOP 15 TAG TEAMS 


1—RICK & SCOTT STEINER 


6—HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 


bres & ROB VAN DAM 


{+} No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title (5) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title No. 1 contenders: ECW tog title 

2—SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 7—THE ELIMINATORS 1_NEW DIESEL & NEW RAZOR RAMON 
(2) WCW World tog team champions (6) ECW tog team champions (9} No. 3 contenders: WWF World tog title 
3—OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 8—THE NASTY BOYS 13—THE GANGSTAS 

(1) WWF World tog team champions (10) No, 3 contenders: WCW World tag title (8) No. 2 contenders: ECW tog title 

4—DOUG FURNAS & PHIL LAFON 9—THE BARBARIAN & MENG 14—PUBLIC ENEMY 

(4) No. 1 contenders; WWF World tag title (7) No. 4 contenders: WCW World tog title (11) No. 5 contenders: WCW World tag title 
5—HARLEM HEAT 10—PG-13 15—THE AMAZING FRENCH-CANADIANS 
(3] No. 2 contenders: WCW World tog title (-] USWA tog team champions (13) No. 6 contenders; WCW World tag title 
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These ratings are compiled by the editors with the assistance of promoters, wrestlers, and reporters around the country, and 
are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of each wrestler. The number 
in parentheses indicates a wrestler’s position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 
category last issue... “Most Popular” and “Most Hated” ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mail 
that comes to our offices ... Championships highlighted in bold on the “Roll Call Of Champions” have changed hands since 
our previous issue ... The information under the championship listing indicates the date that champion won the title, who the 


former champion was, and where the match took place. 


For period ended January 31, 1997 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 





ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
TOSHIAK! KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 
(January 17, 1997; from Johnny Ace & Steve Williams; Matsumoto, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S ALL-PACIFIG CHAMPION: TAKAKO INOUE 
(November 21, 1996; from Reggie Bennett; Kobe, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S CHAMPION: RIE TAMADA 
(November 21, 1996; from Kumiko Maekawa; Kobe, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CHIKAYA NAGASHIMA & SUGAR SATO 
(September 1, 1996; from Yumi Fukawa & Rie Tamada; Tokyo, Japan) 


ECW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RAVEN 
(December 7, 1996; from The Sandman; Philadelphia, PA) 


ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE ELIMINATORS 
(December 20, 1996; from The Gangstas; Middletown, NY) 


ECW TELEVISION CHAMPION; SHANE DOUGLAS. 
(July 13, 1996; from Chris Jericho; Philadelphia, PA) 


IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(April 29, 1996; from Nobuhiko Takada; Tokyo, Japan) 


IWGP TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TATSUMI FUJINAMI & KENGO KIMURA 
(January 4, 1997; from Masa Chono & Hiroyoshi Tenzan; Tokyo, Japan) 


IPWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BIG SLAM 
(January 11, 1997; beat Guido Falcone; Pikeville, NC) 


MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ADAM FLASH 
(December 1, 1996; from Steve Corino; Baltimore, MD) 


MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION MID-ATLANTIC CHAMPION: JIMMY CICERO 
(December 1, 1996; from Boo Bradley; Baltimore, MD) 


NWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DAN SEVERN 
(February 24, 1995; from Chris Candido; Erlanger, KY) 


NWA NORTH AMERICAN HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RECKLESS YOUTH 
(September 7, 1996; beat Derek Domino; Yardville, NJ) 


NWA U.S. TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE LOST BOYS 
(December 7, 1996; from Downward Spiral: Mount Holly, NJ) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
YOSHINAR! OGAWA 
(January 15, 1997; from Tsuyoshi Kikuchi; Tokyo, Japan) 


ae ere ee FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TOSHIAKI KAWADA & 
AKIRA T, 
(January 17, 1997; from Johnny Ace & Steve Williams; Matsumoto, Japan) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: — 
JULIO SANCHEZ 
(January 24, 1997; from Freight Train Jones; Reading, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
PAT SHAMROCK 
(January 11, 1997; from Diablos Macabre; Reading, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
ACE DARLING & MARK MEST 
(December 27, 1996; from Double Delight; Reading, PA) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ITALIAN STALLION 
(December 15, 1996; from George South; Charlotte, NC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MADD MAXXINE 
(August 24, 1996; beat Black Angel; Forest City, NC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
CRUEL CONNECTION Ii & FLAMING YOUTH 
(January 18, 1997; beat The Overlords; Gastonia, NC) 


TRI-STAR WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: THE OUTPATIENT 
(June 14, 1996; from Jimmy Sharpe; Rossville, GA) 


TRI-STAR WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CHUCK COLT & RICK JUSTICE 
(May 10, 1996; from The New One Man Gang & Joel Travis; Rossville, GA) 


USWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JERRY LAWLER 
(November 16, 1996; from The Colorado Kid; Memphis, TN) 


USWA SOUTHERN CHAMPION: BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(January 1, 1997; from Wolfie 0; Memphis, TN) 


USWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PG-13 
(January 18, 1997; from Steven Dunn & Flash Flanagan; Memphis, TN) 


WCW CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: DEAN MALENKO 
(January 22, 1997; from Ultimo Dragon; Milwaukee, WI) 


WCW TELEVISION CHAMPION: LORD STEVEN REGAL 
(August 20, 1996; from Lex Luger; Dalton, GA) 


WCW U.S. CHAMPION: EDDY GUERRERO 
(December 29, 1996; beat Dallas Page in tournament final; Nashville, TN) 


WCW WORLD CHAMPION: HULK HOGAN 
(August 10, 1996; from The Giant; Sturgis, SD) 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
(October 27, 1996; from Harlem Heat; Las Vegas, NV) 


WCW WORLD WOMEN'S CHAMPION: AKIRA HOKUTO 
(December 29, 1996; beat Madusa in tournament final; Nashville, TN) 


WORLD WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: THE ICON 
(December 7, 1996; from East L.A. Angel; Woodbury, NJ) 


WORLD WRESTLING ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE HIMALAYAN PLAYERS 
(December 7, 1996; won tournament; Woodbury, NJ) 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(October 21, 1996; from Marc Mero; Fort Wayne, IN) 


WWF WORLD CHAMPION: SHAWN MICHAELS 
(January 19, 1997; from “Psycho” Sid Vicious; San Antonio, TX) 


WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(September 22, 1996; from The Smokin’ Gunns; Philadelphia, PA) 
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“HEY, MATE, 
THIS SEAT IS 
TAKEN!” 





DR. JERRY GRAHAM vs. DON CURTIS 
May 1956 


Wrestling lost a big star of the past when Dr. Jerry Graham died of complications from a 
stroke in January at age 68. Graham was a four-time U.S. tag team champion (three times 
with brother Eddie and once with brother Luke). This best-of-three-falls match, in which 
one fan seemed offended when Graham looked like he was going to slam Don Curtis in 
his lap, was held in Brisbane, Australia. Graham won it, two falls to one. 
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| | 29.20 for a 13- bscript 
pares oP heen Seer (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


| am enclosing $54.75 for a 26-issue subscription 








Visa MasterCard # 




















| wish to receive the 1997 PWI Almanac as a bonus to my a 
subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover postage and handling. Expiration date: / 


MO / YR 








[__] | would like to order the 1997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7.00 as payment in full. Signature: 


[_] NEW [_] RENEWAL 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all other countries: $39.60 for 13 issues ($61.70 airmail), and $75.55 for 26 issues ($119.75 airmail). 
For all orders outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 4429/01-97 
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INTRODUCING THE OFFICIAL, 
ECW HARDCORE HOTLINE 





oy ga 


Don’t dare call yourself a fan of ECW if 


you have not called {jaa} as Bie 2 EGEIVE 


The ONLY hotline for HARDCORE fans! A FREE El ECW) 
MERCHANDISE 


CATALOG. 


TO GET THE LATEST ON... 


¢ ECW Match Results 

¢ Wrestling News From Around The World 

e Extreme Interviews ... Uncut & Uncensored! 

¢ PLUS ... Test your ECW IQ with the ECW Trivia Test 


MN THEUS: 1-900-446-4ECW (p-45-43) 
me iN CANADA: 1-900-451-2666 
INTHE U.K: 0897-555-233 


(* YOU DIDN’T HEAR IT ON THE ECW HOTLINE, IT’S NOT TRUE! 


This service is available for both touch-tone and rotary- -dialed hones 
Cost per minute in the U.S. $1.99, cost per minute in Canada $2.49, 
cost per minute in U.K. £1.00 
Kids under 18 need parental permission before calling 4448/02-97 





